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A landmark collection, spanning ninety years of U.S. history, of the never-before-published diaries of
George F. Kennan, America’s most famous diplomat.

On a hot July afternoon in 1953, George F. Kennan descended the steps of the State Department building as
a newly retired man. His career had been tumultuous: early postings in eastern Europe followed by Berlin in
1940–41 and Moscow in the last year of World War II. In 1946, the forty-two-year-old Kennan authored the
“Long Telegram,” a 5,500-word indictment of the Kremlin that became mandatory reading in Washington. A
year later, in an article in Foreign Affairs, he outlined “containment,” America’s guiding strategy in the Cold
War. Yet what should have been the pinnacle of his career?an ambassadorship in Moscow in 1952?was
sabotaged by Kennan himself, deeply frustrated at his failure to ease the Cold War that he had helped launch.

Yet, if it wasn’t the pinnacle, neither was it the capstone; over the next fifty years, Kennan would become the
most respected foreign policy thinker of the twentieth century, giving influential lectures, advising
presidents, and authoring twenty books, winning two Pulitzer prizes and two National Book awards in the
process.

Through it all, Kennan kept a diary. Spanning a staggering eighty-eight years and totaling over 8,000 pages,
his journals brim with keen political and moral insights, philosophical ruminations, poetry, and vivid
descriptions. In these pages, we see Kennan rambling through 1920s Europe as a college student, despairing
for capitalism in the midst of the Depression, agonizing over the dilemmas of sex and marriage, becoming
enchanted and then horrified by Soviet Russia, and developing into America’s foremost Soviet analyst. But it
is the second half of this near-century-long record?the blossoming of Kennan the gifted author, wise
counselor, and biting critic of the Vietnam and Iraq wars?that showcases this remarkable man at the height of
his singular analytic and expressive powers, before giving way, heartbreakingly, to some of his most human
moments, as his energy, memory, and finally his ability to write fade away.

Masterfully selected and annotated by historian Frank Costigliola, the result is a landmark work of profound
intellectual and emotional power. These diaries tell the complete narrative of Kennan’s life in his own
intimate and unflinching words and, through him, the arc of world events in the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Henderson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled The Kennan Diaries. Try to make book The Kennan Diaries as your pal. It
means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because
you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this
book.

Maria Casillas:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book called The Kennan Diaries?
Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Brian Rankins:

Often the book The Kennan Diaries has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a
lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research just
before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this
article book.

Awilda Kell:

The book untitled The Kennan Diaries contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the girl
idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can
easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of
time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or
device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide
open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.
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