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A critical era in California's history and development—the building of the first roads over the Sierra
Nevada—is thoroughly and colorfully documented in Thomas Howard's fascinating book. During
California's first two decades of statehood (1850-1870), the state was separated from the east coast by a sea
journey of at least six weeks. Although Californians expected to be connected with the other states by
railroad soon after the 1849 Gold Rush, almost twenty years elapsed before this occurred. Meanwhile,
various overland road ventures were launched by "emigrants," former gold miners, state government
officials, the War Department, the Interior Department, local politicians, town businessmen, stagecoach
operators, and other entrepreneurs whose alliances with one another were constantly shifting. The broad
landscape of international affairs is also a part of Howard's story.

Constructing roads and accumulating geographic information in the Sierra Nevada reflected Washington's
interest in securing the vast western territories formerly held by others. In a remarkably short time the Sierra
was transformed by vigorous exploration, road-promotion, and road-building. Ox-drawn wagons gave way to
stagecoaches able to provide service as fine as any in the country. Howard effectively uses diaries, letters,
newspaper stories, and official reports to recreate the human struggle and excitement involved in building the
first trans-Sierra roads. Some of those roads have become modern highways used by thousands every day,
while others are now only dim traces in the lonely backcountry.
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From reader reviews:

Allan Carle:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like looking
at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Sierra Crossing: First Roads to California.

Vivian Obrien:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Sierra Crossing: First Roads to
California. All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet solutions or
other social media.

Daryl Glover:

This book untitled Sierra Crossing: First Roads to California to be one of several books which best seller in
this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will
easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of
the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Thomas Morgan:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just in search of the Sierra Crossing: First Roads to California when you required it?
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