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Are antisemitism and white supremacy manifestations of a general phenomenon? Why didn't racism appear
in Europe before the fourteenth century, and why did it flourish as never before in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries? Why did the twentieth century see institutionalized racism in its most extreme forms?
Why are egalitarian societies particularly susceptible to virulent racism? What do apartheid South Africa,
Nazi Germany, and the American South under Jim Crow have in common? How did the Holocaust advance
civil rights in the United States?

With a rare blend of learning, economy, and cutting insight, George Fredrickson surveys the history of
Western racism from its emergence in the late Middle Ages to the present. Beginning with the medieval
antisemitism that put Jews beyond the pale of humanity, he traces the spread of racist thinking in the wake of
European expansionism and the beginnings of the African slave trade. And he examines how the
Enlightenment and nineteenth-century romantic nationalism created a new intellectual context for debates
over slavery and Jewish emancipation.

Fredrickson then makes the first sustained comparison between the color-coded racism of nineteenth-century
America and the antisemitic racism that appeared in Germany around the same time. He finds similarity
enough to justify the common label but also major differences in the nature and functions of the stereotypes
invoked. The book concludes with a provocative account of the rise and decline of the twentieth century's
overtly racist regimes--the Jim Crow South, Nazi Germany, and apartheid South Africa--in the context of
world historical developments.

This illuminating work is the first to treat racism across such a sweep of history and geography. It is
distinguished not only by its original comparison of modern racism's two most significant varieties--white
supremacy and antisemitism--but also by its eminent readability.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Macdonald:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can update themselves
by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to an individual is
you don't know which you should start with. This Racism: A Short History is our recommendation to cause
you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

James Shipp:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be smart
in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Racism: A Short History book because book
offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is
no doubt in it you may already know.

Vicky Bowman:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
if those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then you
get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not happen
with you if you take Racism: A Short History as your daily resource information.

Antonio Nelson:

The reserve with title Racism: A Short History posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can
get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the information that exist in
this publication represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to know how
the improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can
read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.
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