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Mind over Magma chronicles the scientific effort to unravel the mysteries of rocks that solidified on or
beneath Earth's surface from the intensely hot, molten material called magma. The first-ever comprehensive
history of the study of such igneous rocks, it traces the development of igneous petrology from ancient
descriptions of volcanic eruptions to recent work incorporating insights from physical chemistry, isotope
studies, and fluid dynamics.

Intellectual developments in the field--from the application of scientific methods to the study of rocks to the
discovery of critical data and the development of the field's major theories--are considered within their
broader geographical, social, and technological contexts. Mind over Magma examines the spread of igneous
petrology from western Europe to North America, South Africa, Japan, Australia, and much of the rest of the
world. It considers the professionalization and Anglicization of the field, detailing changes in publication
outlets, the role of women, and the influence of government funding. The book also highlights the significant
role that technological developments--including the polarizing microscope, high-temperature quenching
furnaces, and instrumental analysis--have played in the discovery of new data and development of
revolutionary insights into the nature of igneous rocks.

Both an engagingly told story and a major reference, Mind over Magma is the only available history of this
important field. As such, it will be appreciated by petrologists, geochemists, and other geologists as well as
by those interested in the history of science.
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From reader reviews:

Ella Butler:

This Mind over Magma: The Story of Igneous Petrology are generally reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The explanation of this Mind over Magma: The Story of Igneous Petrology can be
one of many great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed
you actually with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy,
you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Mind
over Magma: The Story of Igneous Petrology forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance
rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

John Lambeth:

Often the book Mind over Magma: The Story of Igneous Petrology will bring that you the new experience of
reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to read,
this book very appropriate to you. The book Mind over Magma: The Story of Igneous Petrology is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly
to read the book.

Elizabeth Givens:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Mind over Magma: The
Story of Igneous Petrology that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how
they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Mind over Magma: The Story of Igneous Petrology become
your current starter.

Oliver Whitley:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Mind over Magma: The Story of
Igneous Petrology as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great
a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science book, any other book likes Mind over Magma: The Story of Igneous Petrology to make your spare
time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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