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Alexander the Great became king of Macedon in 336 BC, when he was only 20 years old, and died at the age
of 32, twelve years later. During his reign he conquered the Achaemenid Persian Empire, the largest empire
that had ever existed, leading his army from Greece to Pakistan, and from the Libyan desert to the steppes of
Central Asia. His meteoric career, as leader of an alliance of Greek cities, Pharaoh of Egypt, and King of
Persia, had a profound effect on the world he moved through. Even in his lifetime his achievements became
legendary and in the centuries that following his story was told and retold throughout Europe and the East.
Greek became the language of power in the Eastern Mediterranean and much of the Near East, as powerful
Macedonian dynasts carved up Alexander's empire into kingdoms of their own, underlaying the flourishing
Hellenistic civilization that emerged after his death.

But what do we really know about Alexander? In this Very Short Introduction, Hugh Bowden goes behind
the usual historical accounts of Alexander's life and career. Instead, he focuses on the evidence from
Alexander's own time -- letters from officials in Afghanistan, Babylonian diaries, records from Egyptian
temples -- to try and understand how Alexander appeared to those who encountered him. In doing so he also
demonstrates the profound influence the legends of his life have had on our historical understanding and the
controversy they continue to generate worldwide.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in
a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Kelly McDowell:

This Alexander the Great: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book is simply not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a
lot of information you will get. This kind of Alexander the Great: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't become worry Alexander the Great: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can
have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Alexander the Great: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested
in reading.

Katherine Herron:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Alexander
the Great: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) suitable to you? The particular book was
written by popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Alexander the Great: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions)is the one of several books which everyone read now. This book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring
that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily
to understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world
now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Erma Ward:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of various ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this Alexander the Great: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions), it is possible
to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones,
make them reading a guide.

Patrick Austin:

The e-book untitled Alexander the Great: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is the reserve
that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you



actually. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that they share to
your account is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Alexander the Great: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.
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