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Philip D. Beidler, who served as an armored cavalry platoon leader in Vietnam, sees less and less of the
hard-won perspective of the common soldier in what America has made of that war. Each passing year, he
says, dulls our sense of immediacy about Vietnam’s costs, opening wider the temptation to make it
something more necessary, neatly contained, and justifiable than it should ever become. Here Beidler draws
on deeply personal memories to reflect on the war’s lingering aftereffects and the shallow, evasive ways we
deal with them.

Beidler brings back the war he knew in chapters on its vocabulary, music, literature, and film. His catalog of
soldier slang reveals how finely a tour of Vietnam could hone one’s sense of absurdity. His survey of the
war’s pop hits looks for meaning in the soundtrack many veterans still hear in their heads. Beidler also
explains how “Viet Pulp” literature about snipers, tunnel rats, and other hard-core types has pushed aside
masterpieces like Duong Thu Huong’s Novel without a Name. Likewise we learn why the movie The Deer
Hunter doesn’t “get it” about Vietnam but why Platoon and We Were Soldiers sometimes nearly do.

As Beidler takes measure of his own wartime politics and morals, he ponders the divergent careers of such
figures as William Calley, the army lieutenant whose name is synonymous with the civilian massacre at My
Lai, and an old friend, poet John Balaban, a conscientious objector who performed alternative duty in
Vietnam as a schoolteacher and hospital worker.

Beidler also looks at Vietnam alongside other conflicts—including the war on international terrorism. He
once hoped, he says, that Vietnam had fractured our sense of providential destiny and geopolitical
invincibility but now realizes, with dismay, that those myths are still with us. “Americans have always
wanted their apocalypses,” writes Beidler, “and they have always wanted them now.”

 Download Late Thoughts on an Old War: The Legacy of Vietnam ...pdf

 Read Online Late Thoughts on an Old War: The Legacy of Vietn ...pdf

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0820330019
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0820330019
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0820330019
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0820330019
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0820330019
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0820330019
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0820330019
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0820330019


Download and Read Free Online Late Thoughts on an Old War: The Legacy of Vietnam Philip
Beidler

From reader reviews:

Barbra Poole:

This Late Thoughts on an Old War: The Legacy of Vietnam are reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The explanation of this Late Thoughts on an Old War: The Legacy of Vietnam can
be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an
individual with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you
can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that
this Late Thoughts on an Old War: The Legacy of Vietnam forcing you to have an enormous of experience
for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Brandon Francis:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Late
Thoughts on an Old War: The Legacy of Vietnam suitable to you? The particular book was written by
renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled Late Thoughts on an Old War: The Legacy of
Vietnamis the main of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and women
in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The
author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this e-
book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Gary Wilson:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this Late Thoughts
on an Old War: The Legacy of Vietnam, it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Aaron Thomsen:

You may get this Late Thoughts on an Old War: The Legacy of Vietnam by check out the bookstore or Mall.
Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds
of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by means of
e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most



important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways
for you.
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