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Recognized by historians and politicians as a model for European unity, Switzerland is nonetheless a
difficult country to understand as a whole. Whereas individual Swiss cities have strong identities in the
international political, cultural, and economic arenas, the country itself seems to be less than the sum of its
parts. To capture the elusive spirit of Switzerland, four eminent writers explore the roots of its political unity
and cultural diversity in a series of urban portraits. Their observations make for both good storytelling and
insightful social commentary.

Nicolas Bouvier offers a quick-paced history of Geneva--the city John Calvin had envisioned as a radiating
center of godliness, international in its scope and legal in its methods--the home of the Red Cross and the
League of Nations and, since 1945, the location of numerous disarmament and diplomatic conferences.
Gordon Craig examines Zurich, the city of the militant religious reformer Huldrych Zwingli, whose
centralizing political zeal was harnessed by subsequent generations of Zurichers to lead Switzerland in its
modernization. Today's economically powerful Zurich is analyzed in terms of its liberal past as a refuge for
political activists and artists, and in terms of its current generational divisions on moral and cultural
questions. Finally, Lionel Gossman explores the conciliatory Basel of Erasmus, showing how vigorous
independence, resourcefulness, and remembrance of its humanist traditions shaped the city's culture and
economy. Tying together important themes in the histories of these cities, Carl Schorske focuses his
introduction on how Switzerland has capitalized on their cultural differences and refined the art of political
negotiation to serve a wide range of civic interests.

Originally published in 1994.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Allen:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you should have this Geneva, Zurich, Basel: History, Culture,
and National Identity (Princeton Legacy Library).

Julia Jenkins:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Geneva, Zurich, Basel: History,
Culture, and National Identity (Princeton Legacy Library) is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

James Drennan:

The guide untitled Geneva, Zurich, Basel: History, Culture, and National Identity (Princeton Legacy Library)
is the guide that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be
shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
writer was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Geneva, Zurich, Basel: History, Culture, and National
Identity (Princeton Legacy Library) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Betty Guinn:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole day to reading a
publication. The book Geneva, Zurich, Basel: History, Culture, and National Identity (Princeton Legacy
Library) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book.
These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to develop this book you
can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is
not to fund but this book provides high quality.
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