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General Motors, the largest corporation on earth today, has been the owner since 1929 of Adam Opel AG,
Russelsheim, the maker of Opel cars. Ford Motor Company in 1931 built the Ford Werke factory in
Cologne, now the headquarters of European Ford. In this book, historians tell the astonishing story of what
happened at Opel and Ford Werke under the Third Reich, and of the aftermath today.

Long before the Second World War, key American executives at Ford and General Motors were eager to do
business with Nazi Germany. Ford Werke and Opel became indispensable suppliers to the German armed
forces, together providing most of the trucks that later motorized the Nazi attempt to conquer Europe. After
the outbreak of war in 1939, Opel converted its largest factory to warplane parts production, and both
companies set up extensive maintenance and repair networks to help keep the war machine on wheels.

During the war, the Nazi Reich used millions of POWs, civilians from German-occupied countries, and
concentration camp prisoners as forced laborers in the German homefront economy. Starting in 1940, Ford
Werke and Opel also made use of thousands of forced laborers. POWs and civilian detainees, deported to
Germany by the Nazi authorities, were kept at private camps owned and managed by the companies. In the
longest section of the book, ten people who were forced to work at Ford Werke recall their experiences in
oral testimonies.

For more than fifty years, legal and political obstacles frustrated efforts to gain compensation for Nazi-era
forced labor; in the most recent case, a $12 billion lawsuit was filed against the computer giant I.B.M. by a
group of Gypsy organizations. In 1998, former forced laborers filed dozens of class action lawsuits against
German corporations in U.S. courts. The concluding chapter reviews the subsequent, immensely complex
negotiations towards a settlement - which involved Germany, the United States, Poland, Russia, Ukraine,
Belarus, Czech Republic, Israel and several other countries, as well as dozens of well-known German
corporations.
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From reader reviews:

Hilda Baker:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has different
type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be reading whatever
they take because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like studying a book?
Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Working for the Enemy: Ford, General Motors, and Forced Labor in Germany
during the Second World War.

Fred Dean:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Working for the Enemy: Ford, General
Motors, and Forced Labor in Germany during the Second World War is our recommendation to cause you to
keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Donald Davisson:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Working for the Enemy: Ford,
General Motors, and Forced Labor in Germany during the Second World War or maybe others sources were
given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science
publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to bring
their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes Working for the Enemy:
Ford, General Motors, and Forced Labor in Germany during the Second World War to make your spare time
a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Suk Barry:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. Through the
book Working for the Enemy: Ford, General Motors, and Forced Labor in Germany during the Second
World War we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must
choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your
life with this book Working for the Enemy: Ford, General Motors, and Forced Labor in Germany during the



Second World War. You can more inviting than now.
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