
Only a Promise of Happiness: The Place of Beauty
in a World of Art

Alexander Nehamas

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0691148651
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0691148651
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0691148651


Only a Promise of Happiness: The Place of Beauty in a World
of Art

Alexander Nehamas

Only a Promise of Happiness: The Place of Beauty in a World of Art Alexander Nehamas

Neither art nor philosophy was kind to beauty during the twentieth century. Much modern art disdains
beauty, and many philosophers deeply suspect that beauty merely paints over or distracts us from horrors.
Intellectuals consigned the passions of beauty to the margins, replacing them with the anemic and rarefied
alternative, "aesthetic pleasure." In Only a Promise of Happiness, Alexander Nehamas reclaims beauty from
its critics. He seeks to restore its place in art, to reestablish the connections among art, beauty, and desire,
and to show that the values of art, independently of their moral worth, are equally crucial to the rest of life.

Nehamas makes his case with characteristic grace, sensitivity, and philosophical depth, supporting his
arguments with searching studies of art and literature, high and low, from Thomas Mann's Death in Venice
and Manet's Olympia to television. Throughout, the discussion of artworks is generously illustrated.

Beauty, Nehamas concludes, may depend on appearance, but this does not make it superficial. The
perception of beauty manifests a hope that life would be better if the object of beauty were part of it. This
hope can shape and direct our lives for better or worse. We may discover misery in pursuit of beauty, or find
that beauty offers no more than a tantalizing promise of happiness. But if beauty is always dangerous, it is
also a pressing human concern that we must seek to understand, and not suppress.
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From reader reviews:

Merideth Davis:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this Only a Promise of
Happiness: The Place of Beauty in a World of Art book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Emma Latshaw:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write
about the information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days
always try to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their
book. One of them is this Only a Promise of Happiness: The Place of Beauty in a World of Art.

James Rogers:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Only a Promise of Happiness:
The Place of Beauty in a World of Art that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you are able to pick Only a Promise of Happiness: The Place of Beauty in a
World of Art become your personal starter.

Joseph Chitwood:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book
that recommended to you is Only a Promise of Happiness: The Place of Beauty in a World of Art this guide
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how



can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The
actual writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of
you.
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