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Japan's modern international history began in 1858 with the signing of the "unequal" commercial treaty with
the United States. Over the next fifteen years, Japanese diplomacy was reshaped to respond to the Western
imperialist challenge. Negotiating with Imperialism is the first book to explain the emergence of modern
Japan through this early period of treaty relations.

Michael Auslin dispels the myth that the Tokugawa bakufu was diplomatically incompetent. Refusing to
surrender to the West's power, bakufu diplomats employed negotiation as a weapon to defend Japan's
interests. Tracing various visions of Japan's international identity, Auslin examines the evolution of the
culture of Japanese diplomacy. Further, he demonstrates the limits of nineteenth-century imperialist power
by examining the responses of British, French, and American diplomats. After replacing the Tokugawa in
1868, Meiji leaders initially utilized bakufu tactics. However, their 1872 failure to revise the treaties led them
to focus on domestic reform as a way of maintaining independence and gaining equality with the West.

In a compelling analysis of the interplay among assassinations, Western bombardment of Japanese cities,
fertile cultural exchange, and intellectual discovery, Auslin offers a persuasive reading of the birth of modern
Japan and its struggle to determine its future relations with the world.
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From reader reviews:

Keith McLeod:

The book Negotiating with Imperialism: The Unequal Treaties and the Culture of Japanese Diplomacy give
you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase.
Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If
you can make looking at a book Negotiating with Imperialism: The Unequal Treaties and the Culture of
Japanese Diplomacy for being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide
open and read a publication Negotiating with Imperialism: The Unequal Treaties and the Culture of Japanese
Diplomacy. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how
do you think about this publication?

Delbert Lambert:

The event that you get from Negotiating with Imperialism: The Unequal Treaties and the Culture of Japanese
Diplomacy may be the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Negotiating with
Imperialism: The Unequal Treaties and the Culture of Japanese Diplomacy giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who
read this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your
personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific Negotiating with Imperialism:
The Unequal Treaties and the Culture of Japanese Diplomacy instantly.

Teresa Cook:

The particular book Negotiating with Imperialism: The Unequal Treaties and the Culture of Japanese
Diplomacy has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published
by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very
easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Melody Herrera:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of book
Negotiating with Imperialism: The Unequal Treaties and the Culture of Japanese Diplomacy. You can add
your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make
you actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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