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Winner of the 2012 Pulitzer Prize for Non-Fiction 

Winner of the 2011 National Book Award for Non-Fiction

One of the world's most celebrated scholars, Stephen Greenblatt has crafted both an innovative work of
history and a thrilling story of discovery, in which one manuscript, plucked from a thousand years of neglect,
changed the course of human thought and made possible the world as we know it.

Nearly six hundred years ago, a short, genial, cannily alert man in his late thirties took a very old manuscript
off a library shelf, saw with excitement what he had discovered, and ordered that it be copied. That book was
the last surviving manuscript of an ancient Roman philosophical epic, On the Nature of Things, by
Lucretius—a beautiful poem of the most dangerous ideas: that the universe functioned without the aid of
gods, that religious fear was damaging to human life, and that matter was made up of very small particles in
eternal motion, colliding and swerving in new directions.

The copying and translation of this ancient book-the greatest discovery of the greatest book-hunter of his
age-fueled the Renaissance, inspiring artists such as Botticelli and thinkers such as Giordano Bruno; shaped
the thought of Galileo and Freud, Darwin and Einstein; and had a revolutionary influence on writers such as
Montaigne and Shakespeare and even Thomas Jefferson.
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Moberly:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible The Swerve: How
the World Became Modern? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You understand beside you can
spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or
you have various other opinion?

Hattie Leclair:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This The Swerve: How the
World Became Modern is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Frank Quintana:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this The Swerve: How the World Became Modern, you may tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Kathryn Hebert:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This The Swerve: How the World Became
Modern is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got
much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You
can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you
buy this book.
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