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This is a book about the many ways things can go wrong. First we start with a series of expert opinions to
guide us. Then, we cover some of the formal analysis tools engineers use to makes sure things don't go
wrong, such as the Failure Modes and Effects analysis, Fault Tolerant Design, Redundancy, and Safety
Engineering. Then we look at some of the tools applied afterwards, such as Root Cause Analysis.
Unfortunately, we learn more from failures than from successes. It can be argued that all failures are human
failures. We make errors in judgment, we use the wrong model, we solve the wrong problem, we don't verify
our solution. There are, of course, natural disasters.

There is a select group of case studies, from a huge mass of experience. These are some of my favorites.
There's room for more in a Volume 2. The case studies span the fields of aerospace, both launch vehicles and
spacecraft. The two Shuttles that were lost are discussed, as well as the Soyuz Capsules and the Mir space
station fire. Three of the many spacecraft lost near or on Mars are discussed. Then we get to aviation
incidents, and nuclear weapons incidents. This is followed by some cases from road and rail transportation,
and the maritime environment. We discuss incidents involving infrastructure, such as bridges and pipelines.

What rarely gets done is a good post-mortem report, particularly covering lessons learned, what went right,
and what went wrong. We take a quick look at some valuable lessons learned from Hurricane Sandy.

Now, if you want to stop reading here, I will understand, but the next topic is failures in medical devices,
then a select cases of being injured or killed by safety equipment.

Light-heartedly, we look at San Diego's Big Bay Boom, an amusing, yet safe, incident involving fireworks.
As a wrap up, we look at the Carrington Event, and cover Extinction Events in general.

Enjoy, and don't worry. What's the Worst that could happen?
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From reader reviews:

James Collis:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled What's the Worst That Could Happen?: Bad Assumptions, Ignorance,
Failures, and Screw-ups in Engineering Projects. Try to make book What's the Worst That Could Happen?:
Bad Assumptions, Ignorance, Failures, and Screw-ups in Engineering Projects as your pal. It means that it
can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you
can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Freddy Lamberth:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication What's the Worst That Could
Happen?: Bad Assumptions, Ignorance, Failures, and Screw-ups in Engineering Projects will make you to
possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some
of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why
they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Tara Huber:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This publication What's the Worst That Could Happen?: Bad Assumptions,
Ignorance, Failures, and Screw-ups in Engineering Projects was filled concerning science. Spend your free
time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has various feel when they
reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the
modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Amy Quist:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book What's the Worst That Could Happen?: Bad
Assumptions, Ignorance, Failures, and Screw-ups in Engineering Projects to make your reading is
interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially.
It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the book What's the Worst
That Could Happen?: Bad Assumptions, Ignorance, Failures, and Screw-ups in Engineering Projects can to



be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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