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If not for the botched Bay of Pigs invasion, Minnesota might never have known one of its most popular
baseball players, Twins three-time batting champion and eight-time All-Star Tony Oliva. In April 1961, the
twenty-two-year-old Cuban prospect failed to impress the Twins in a tryout, but the sudden rupture in
U.S.–Cuba relations made a return visa all but impossible. The story of how Oliva’s unexpected stay led to a
second chance and success with the Twins—as well as decades of personal and cultural isolation—is told for
the first time in this full-scale biography of the man the fans affectionately call “Tony O.”

With unprecedented access to the very private Oliva, baseball writer Thom Henninger captures what life was
like for the Cuban newcomer as he adjusted to major league play and American culture—and at the same
time managed to earn Rookie of the Year honors and win the American League batting title in his first two
seasons, all while playing with a knuckle injury. Packed with never-before-published photographs, the book
follows Oliva through the 1965 season, all the way to the World Series, and then, with repaired knuckle and
knee, into one of the most dramatic pennant races in baseball history in 1967. Through the voices of Oliva,
his family, and his teammates—including the Cuban players who shared his cultural challenges and the
future Hall of Famers he mentored, Rod Carew and Kirby Puckett—the personal and professional highs and
lows of the years come alive: the Gold Glove Award in 1966, a third batting title in 1971, the devastating
injury that curtailed his career, and, through it all, the struggle to build a family and recover the large and
close-knit one he had left behind in Cuba.

Nearly forty years after Oliva’s retirement, the debate continues over whether his injury-shortened career
was Hall of Fame caliber—a question that gets a measured and resounding answer here.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Wilson:

The book Tony Oliva: The Life and Times of a Minnesota Twins Legend can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book
Tony Oliva: The Life and Times of a Minnesota Twins Legend? Some of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book Tony Oliva: The Life and Times of a Minnesota Twins Legend has
simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous
world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Charles Siegrist:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read,
if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one
with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Tony Oliva: The Life and Times of a
Minnesota Twins Legend is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Carl Moss:

The book untitled Tony Oliva: The Life and Times of a Minnesota Twins Legend contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand
all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous
author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.

Marcie Johnson:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Tony Oliva: The Life and Times of a Minnesota Twins
Legend was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Tony Oliva: The Life and
Times of a Minnesota Twins Legend has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example
Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore ,
not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose
the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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