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A new kind of songbook emerged in the later fifteenth century: personalized, portable, and lavishly
decorated. Five closely related chansonniers, copied in the Loire Valley region of central France c. 1465-c.
1475, are the earliest surviving examples of this new genre.
The Loire Valley Chansonniers preserve the music of such renowned composers as Guillaume Du Fay,
Johannes Ockeghem, and Antoine Busnoys. But their importance as musical sources has overshadowed the
significance of these manuscripts as artifacts in their own right.
This book places the physical objects at center, investigating the means by which they were produced and the
broader culture in which they circulated. Jane Alden performs a codicological autopsy upon the manuscripts
and reveals the hitherto unrecognized role of scribes in shaping the transmission and reception of the
chanson repertory. Alden also challenges the long-held belief that the Loire Valley Chansonniers were
intended for royal or noble patrons. Instead, she argues that a rising class of bureaucrats--notaries,
secretaries, and other court officials--commissioned these exquisite objects. Active as writers and
participants in poetry competitions, these individuals may even have written some of the chansons' texts.
The unique integration of image, text, and music found in chansonniers extends their appeal to a broad
readership. But for the nineteenth-century scholars who rediscovered these manuscripts, the larger literary
and visual resonances were not of primary interest. Alden documents the tangle of motivations--national
identity, populist politics, and the rise of the musical masterwork--that informed the earliest writings on these
books. Only now is their multifaceted structure the inspiration for a new generation of readers.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Palmer:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare
time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book
eligible Songs, Scribes, and Society: The History and Reception of the Loire Valley Chansonniers (New
Cultural History of Music)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend
your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
different opinion?

Rose Davies:

This Songs, Scribes, and Society: The History and Reception of the Loire Valley Chansonniers (New
Cultural History of Music) are usually reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The
key reason why of this Songs, Scribes, and Society: The History and Reception of the Loire Valley
Chansonniers (New Cultural History of Music) can be one of many great books you must have will be giving
you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Songs, Scribes, and Society: The History and
Reception of the Loire Valley Chansonniers (New Cultural History of Music) giving you an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your
day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Ronald Malone:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this Songs,
Scribes, and Society: The History and Reception of the Loire Valley Chansonniers (New Cultural History of
Music).

Alexander Pridmore:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real
their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but



nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that
on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Songs, Scribes, and Society: The History and Reception of the Loire Valley
Chansonniers (New Cultural History of Music) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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