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Roland Barthes's 1980 book Camera Lucida is perhaps the most influential book ever published on
photography. The terms studium and punctum, coined by Barthes for two different ways of responding to
photographs, are part of the standard lexicon for discussions of photography; Barthes's understanding of
photographic time and the relationship he forges between photography and death have been invoked
countless times in photographic discourse; and the current interest in vernacular photographs and the
ubiquity of subjective, even novelistic, ways of writing about photography both owe something to Barthes.
Photography Degree Zero, the first anthology of writings on Camera Lucida, goes beyond the usual critical
orthodoxies to offer a range of perspectives on Barthes's important book.

Photography Degree Zero (the title links Barthes's first book, Writing Degree Zero, to his last, Camera
Lucida) includes essays written soon after Barthes's book appeared as well as more recent rereadings of it,
some previously unpublished. The contributors' approaches range from psychoanalytical (in an essay
drawing on the work of Lacan) to Buddhist (in an essay that compares the photographic flash to the mystic's
light of revelation); they include a history of Barthes's writings on photography and an account of Camera
Lucida and its reception; two views of the book through the lens of race; and a provocative essay by Michael
Fried and two responses to it. The variety of perspectives included in Photography Degree Zero, and the
focus on Camera Lucida in the context of photography rather than literature or philosophy, serve to reopen a
vital conversation on Barthes's influential work.
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Wilson:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
They may be reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the
person who don't like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult
problem or even exercise. Well, probably you will require this Photography Degree Zero: Reflections on
Roland Barthes's Camera Lucida.

Mark Montague:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Photography Degree Zero: Reflections on Roland Barthes's
Camera Lucida can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Kelly Breedlove:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is Photography Degree Zero: Reflections on Roland Barthes's Camera Lucida
this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy
to understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this
book appropriate all of you.

Gene Green:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Photography Degree Zero: Reflections on Roland
Barthes's Camera Lucida was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Photography Degree Zero: Reflections on Roland Barthes's Camera Lucida has many kinds or category. Start
from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen
up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading which.
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