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At the beginning of the twentieth century, labor leaders in women's unions routinely chastised their members
for their ceaseless pursuit of fashion, avid reading of dime novels, and "affected" ways, including aristocratic
airs and accents. Indeed, working women in America were eagerly participating in the burgeoning consumer
culture available to them. While the leading activists, organizers, and radicals feared that consumerist
tendencies made working women seem frivolous and dissuaded them from political action, these women, in
fact, went on strike in very large numbers during the period, proving themselves to be politically active,
astute, and effective.

In Ladies of Labor, Girls of Adventure, historian Nan Enstad explores the complex relationship between
consumer culture and political activism for late nineteenth- and twentieth-century working women. While
consumerism did not make women into radicals, it helped shape their culture and their identities as both
workers and political actors.

Examining material ranging from early dime novels about ordinary women who inherit wealth or marry
millionaires, to inexpensive, ready-to-wear clothing that allowed them to both deny and resist mistreatment
in the workplace, Enstad analyzes how working women wove popular narratives and fashions into their
developing sense of themselves as "ladies." She then provides a detailed examination of how this notion of
"ladyhood" affected the great New York shirtwaist strike of 1909–1910. From the women's grievances, to the
walkout of over 20,000 workers, to their style of picketing, Enstad shows how consumer culture was a
central theme in this key event of labor strife. Finally, Enstad turns to the motion picture genre of female
adventure serials, popular after 1912, which imbued "ladyhood" with heroines' strength, independence, and
daring.
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From reader reviews:

Derek Morton:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded
place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for
a while is reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay
than other is high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Ladies of Labor,
Girls of Adventure: Working Women, Popular Culture, and Labor Politics at the Turn of the Twentieth
Century book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Mary York:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
when those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Ladies of Labor, Girls of Adventure: Working Women,
Popular Culture, and Labor Politics at the Turn of the Twentieth Century as your daily resource information.

John Judge:

Beside this Ladies of Labor, Girls of Adventure: Working Women, Popular Culture, and Labor Politics at the
Turn of the Twentieth Century in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so
don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Ladies of
Labor, Girls of Adventure: Working Women, Popular Culture, and Labor Politics at the Turn of the
Twentieth Century because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but
you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from currently!

Toby Lowry:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This e-book Ladies of Labor, Girls of Adventure: Working Women, Popular Culture,
and Labor Politics at the Turn of the Twentieth Century was filled with regards to science. Spend your free
time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has several feel when they reading
the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern



era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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