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Innocence, Knowledge and the Construction of Childhood provides a critical examination of the way we
regulate children’s access to certain knowledge and explores how this regulation contributes to the
construction of childhood, to children’s vulnerability and to the constitution of the ‘good’ future citizen in
developed countries.

Through this controversial analysis, Kerry H. Robinson critically engages with the relationships between
childhood, sexuality, innocence, moral panic, censorship and notions of citizenship. This book highlights
how the strict regulation of children’s knowledge, often in the name of protection or in the child’s best
interest, can ironically, increase children’s prejudice around difference, increase their vulnerability to
exploitation and abuse, and undermine their abilities to become competent adolescents and adults. Within her
work Robinson draws upon empirical research to:

provide an overview of the regulation and governance of children’s access to ‘difficult knowledge’,●

particularly knowledge of sexuality
explore and develop Foucault’s work on the relationship between childhood and sexuality●

identify the impact of these discourses on adults’ understanding of childhood, and the tension that exists●

between their own perceptions of sexual knowledge, and the perceptions of children
reconceptualise children’s education around sexuality.●

Innocence, Knowledge and the Construction of Childhood is essential reading for both undergraduate and
postgraduate students undertaking courses in education, particularly with a focus on early childhood or
primary teaching, as well as in other disciplines such as sociology, gender and sexuality studies, and cultural
studies.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Gray:

Typically the book Innocence, Knowledge and the Construction of Childhood: The contradictory nature of
sexuality and censorship in children's contemporary lives has a lot of information on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point
easily after scanning this book.

Stella Carpenter:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The Innocence, Knowledge and the Construction of Childhood: The contradictory nature of
sexuality and censorship in children's contemporary lives provide you with new experience in studying a
book.

Susan Peterson:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Innocence, Knowledge and the
Construction of Childhood: The contradictory nature of sexuality and censorship in children's contemporary
lives can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Elbert Lupton:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of
news. In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Innocence, Knowledge and the Construction of Childhood: The contradictory nature of
sexuality and censorship in children's contemporary lives when you required it?
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