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Wartime letters of a New Englander’s journey from innocence to elite fighter squadron pilot
 
“A must-read for young Navy and Marine Corps officers as they enter aviation training.”—
Lt. Gen. Robert F. Milligan, U.S. Marine Corps (retired)
 
“An intriguing look at Marine aviation in World War II by a sensitive and intelligent pilot; few narratives
provide as much insight into the intensely personal feelings of a pilot in combat.”—Walter Boyne, author
of The Influence of Air Power upon History
 
 “Offers a compelling look into the world of a young man who left the comfort of civilian life to become a
pilot in one of the best known combat fighter squadrons of the Pacific War. Lt. Carl O. Dunbar Jr.’s letters
home remind us of the personal side of the Second World War.”—Michael H. Creswell, author of A
Question of Balance
 
Before the Marine Fighting Squadron VMF-214 became known as the Black Sheep squadron led by “Pappy”
Boyington, this air group was already flying missions from Guadalcanal. Commissioned in 1942, the
squadron was originally known as “The Swashbucklers.”
           
Lt. Carl Dunbar was one of the squadron’s original pilots, and his letters home describe the training and
living conditions he faced as a Marine in the Pacific theater during the early years of World War II. Dunbar
ultimately flew eighty-two missions during the Solomon campaign, and this volume includes his private
logbook.
           
Like many veterans, after returning to the United States Dunbar rarely spoke about his wartime service. Only
after his death did his son Peter discover this trove of material, and his commentary provides context for each
of his father’s letters. Both personal and universal, this volume offers a glimpse of what life was like for a
man with a great sense of loyalty and compassion caught up in the war of his generation.
 
Peter M. Dunbar is a lawyer and partner with the Tallahassee-based firm of Pennington, Moore, Wilkinson,
Bell and Dunbar and serves as an adjunct professor of law at Florida State University.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Furst:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Before They Were the Black Sheep: Marine Fighting Squadron VMF-214 and the Battle for the
Solomon Islands your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that
maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a
publication then become one type conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get previous to. The
Before They Were the Black Sheep: Marine Fighting Squadron VMF-214 and the Battle for the Solomon
Islands giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful
details for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and
mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Ricardo Bishop:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Before They Were the Black Sheep:
Marine Fighting Squadron VMF-214 and the Battle for the Solomon Islands book written by well-known
writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book.
Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger
then you still doubt Before They Were the Black Sheep: Marine Fighting Squadron VMF-214 and the Battle
for the Solomon Islands as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one
publication that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick
this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Bobby Hanke:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in
the top list in your reading list is Before They Were the Black Sheep: Marine Fighting Squadron VMF-214
and the Battle for the Solomon Islands. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you
closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Daniel Metz:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. In this particular
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can



add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Before They Were the Black Sheep: Marine Fighting Squadron VMF-214 and the Battle for
the Solomon Islands when you necessary it?
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