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Our beliefs constitute a large part of our knowledge of the world. We have beliefs about objects, about
culture, about the past, and about the future. We have beliefs about other people, and we believe that they
have beliefs as well. We use beliefs to predict, to explain, to create, to console, to entertain. Some of our
beliefs we call theories, and we are extraordinarily creative at constructing them. Theories of quantum
mechanics, evolution, and relativity are examples. But so are theories about astrology, alien abduction,
guardian angels, and reincarnation. All are products (with varying degrees of credibility) of fertile minds
trying to find explanations for observed phenomena. In this book, Nils Nilsson examines beliefs: what they
do for us, how we come to hold them, and how to evaluate them. We should evaluate our beliefs carefully,
Nilsson points out, because they influence so many of our actions and decisions. Some of our beliefs are
more strongly held than others, but all should be considered tentative and changeable. Nilsson shows that
beliefs can be quantified by probability, and he describes networks of beliefs in which the probabilities of
some beliefs affect the probabilities of others. He argues that we can evaluate our beliefs by adapting some
of the practices of the scientific method and by consulting expert opinion. And he warns us about "belief
traps" -- holding onto beliefs that wouldn't survive critical evaluation. The best way to escape belief traps, he
writes, is to expose our beliefs to the reasoned criticism of others.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Nance:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Understanding Beliefs (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge
series). Try to face the book Understanding Beliefs (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) as your pal.
It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter
than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more confidence because you
can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Roger Cowen:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Understanding Beliefs (The MIT
Press Essential Knowledge series) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Francine Nott:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Understanding
Beliefs (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading
as your good habit, you are able to pick Understanding Beliefs (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series)
become your starter.

Gary Stark:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news.
With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching
for the Understanding Beliefs (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) when you necessary it?
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