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One young food writer's search for America's lost wild foods, from New Orleans croakers to Illinois
Prairie hen, with Mark Twain as his guide.

In the winter of 1879, Mark Twain paused during a tour of Europe to compose a fantasy menu of the
American dishes he missed the most. He was desperately sick of European hotel cooking, and his menu,
made up of some eighty regional specialties, was a true love letter to American food: Lake Trout, from
Tahoe. Hot biscuits, Southern style. Canvasback-duck, from Baltimore. Black-bass, from the Mississippi.

When food writer Andrew Beahrs first read Twain's menu in the classic work A Tramp Abroad, he noticed
the dishes were regional in the truest sense of the word-drawn fresh from grasslands, woods, and waters in a
time before railroads had dissolved the culinary lines between Hannibal, Missouri, and San Francisco. These
dishes were all local, all wild, and all, Beahrs feared, had been lost in the shift to industrialized food.

In Twain's Feast, Beahrs sets out to discover whether eight of these forgotten regional specialties can still be
found on American tables, tracing Twain's footsteps as he goes. Twain's menu, it turns out, was also a
memoir and a map. The dishes he yearned for were all connected to cherished moments in his life-from the
New Orleans croakers he loved as a young man on the Mississippi to the maple syrup he savored in
Connecticut, with his family, during his final, lonely years.

Tracking Twain's foods leads Beahrs from the dwindling prairie of rural Illinois to a six-hundred-pound coon
supper in Arkansas to the biggest native oyster reef in San Francisco Bay. He finds pockets of the country
where Twain's favorite foods still exist or where intrepid farmers, fishermen, and conservationists are trying
to bring them back. In Twain's Feast, he reminds us what we've lost as these wild foods have disappeared
from our tables, and what we stand to gain from their return.

Weaving together passages from Twain's famous works and Beahrs's own adventures, Twain's Feast takes us
on a journey into America's past, to a time when foods taken fresh from grasslands, woods, and waters were
at the heart of American cooking.
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From reader reviews:

Tracy McCulloch:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Twain's Feast: Searching for America's Lost Foods in the
Footsteps of Samuel Clemens. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know
about how is important a new book Twain's Feast: Searching for America's Lost Foods in the Footsteps of
Samuel Clemens. You can add information and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In
this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Carol Castaneda:

The book Twain's Feast: Searching for America's Lost Foods in the Footsteps of Samuel Clemens make you
feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can being
your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
examining a book Twain's Feast: Searching for America's Lost Foods in the Footsteps of Samuel Clemens to
get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge
about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a guide Twain's Feast:
Searching for America's Lost Foods in the Footsteps of Samuel Clemens. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Crystal McMullen:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be study. Twain's Feast: Searching for America's Lost Foods in the Footsteps of Samuel
Clemens can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Ashley Paul:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their
pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Twain's Feast: Searching for America's Lost Foods in the Footsteps of
Samuel Clemens can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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