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At a time of unprecedented national power, why do so many Americans believe that our nationhood is fragile
and precarious? Why the talk--among politicians, academics, and jurists--of "coups d'etat," of culture wars,
of confederation, of constitutional breakdown? In this wide-ranging book, Robert Nagel proposes a
surprising znswer: that anxiety about national unity is caused by centralization itself. Moreover, he proposes
that this anxiety has dangerous cultural consequences that are, in an implosive cycle, pushing the country
toward ever greater centralization.
Carefully examining recent landmark Supreme Court cases that protect states' rights, Nagel argues that the
federal judiciary is not leading and is not likely to lead a revival of the complex system called federalism. A
robust version of federalism requires appreciation for political conflict and respect for disagreement about
constitutional meaning, both values that are deeply antithetical to the Court's function. That so many believe
this most centralized of our Nation's institutions is protecting, even overprotecting, state power is itself a sign
of the depletion of those understandings necessary to sustain the federal system.
Instead of a support for federalism, Nagel finds a commitment to radical nationalism throughout the
constitutional law establishment. He traces this commitment to traditionally American traits like
perfectionism, optimism, individualism, and legalism. Under modern conditions of centralization, these
attractive traits are leading to unattractive social consequences, including tolerance, fearfulness, utopianism,
and deceptiveness. They are degrading our political discourse. All this encourages further centralization and
further cultural deterioration.
This book puts the major federalism decisions within the framework of the Court's overall record, including
its record on individual rights in areas like abortion, homosexuality, and school desegregation. And, giving
special attention to public debate over privacy and impeachment, it places modern constitutional law in the
context of political discourse more generally.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Guarino:

This book untitled The Implosion of American Federalism to be one of several books in which best seller in
this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy
this particular book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So
there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Georgette Tang:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this The
Implosion of American Federalism.

Johnnie Lewis:

This The Implosion of American Federalism is great publication for you because the content that is certainly
full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That
book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside. So
if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Implosion of
American Federalism in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this book
already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Sonia Cote:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Implosion of American Federalism
can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your
free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?
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