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The Library of America inaugurates its Elmore Leonard edition with four funny, street-smart early
masterpieces, gathered in one volume for the first time: Blending gritty toughness and unpredictable
violence with wild humor and an uncanny ear for the rhythms of ordinary speech, Elmore Leonard
(1925–2013) was the most widely and enthusiastically admired crime novelist of his time. His genius for
scene and dialogue led Time magazine to describe him as “a Dickens of Detroit,” and Newsweek called him
“the best American writer of crime alive, possibly the best we’ve ever had.” Now The Library of America
inaugurates a three-volume edition of Leonard’s greatest work, prepared in consultation with the author
shortly before his death and edited by his long-time researcher Gregg Sutter.

The four novels collected in this first volume re-invented the American crime novel and cemented Leonard’s
reputation. All are set in his hometown Detroit, a hard-working “shot and a beer” kind of place whose
lawless underside becomes a stage for an unforgettable cast of rogues, con artists, and psychopaths. Fifty-
Two Pickup (1974), fast and sharply written, is an insidiously brutal book about an adulterous businessman
who runs afoul of a crew of murderous blackmailers. Swag (1976) finds Leonard moving for the first time
into the more comic mode that would become his signature, as he charts the small-time criminal careers of an
amiable ex-con and an ambitious car salesman who share a bachelor pad and pursue their hedonistic dream
of the good life through a string of armed robberies. Unknown Man No. 23 (1977) spins a complex web of
crisscrossing rip-offs and con games, with process server Jack Ryan, a typically laid-back Leonard
protagonist, caught in the middle. In The Switch (1978), one of Leonard’s funniest books, Mickey Dawson, a
discontented housewife held for ransom, manages to turn the tables on her kidnappers while exacting
overdue revenge on her scheming husband.

This volume also contains a newly researched chronology of Elmore Leonard’s life, drawing on materials in
his personal archive, and detailed annotations, which include as a special bonus a scene from the typescript
for Swag that did not appear in the published book.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Maldanado:

This Elmore Leonard: Four Novels of the 1970s: Fifty-Two Pickup / Swag / Unknown Man/ The Switch:
(Library of America #255) tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why.
The reason why of this Elmore Leonard: Four Novels of the 1970s: Fifty-Two Pickup / Swag / Unknown
Man/ The Switch: (Library of America #255) can be one of many great books you must have is actually
giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with information that probably will shock your
before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Elmore Leonard: Four Novels of the 1970s:
Fifty-Two Pickup / Swag / Unknown Man/ The Switch: (Library of America #255) giving you an enormous
of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your
day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Dorinda Kling:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled Elmore
Leonard: Four Novels of the 1970s: Fifty-Two Pickup / Swag / Unknown Man/ The Switch: (Library of
America #255) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe
unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a publication then
become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The Elmore Leonard: Four
Novels of the 1970s: Fifty-Two Pickup / Swag / Unknown Man/ The Switch: (Library of America #255)
giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your
better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body
and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Scott Rochelle:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for
your requirements is Elmore Leonard: Four Novels of the 1970s: Fifty-Two Pickup / Swag / Unknown Man/
The Switch: (Library of America #255) this guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of this
world now. This specific book was represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that
writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book.
That's why this book ideal all of you.



Richard Oneal:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. From the book Elmore Leonard: Four Novels of the 1970s: Fifty-Two Pickup / Swag / Unknown
Man/ The Switch: (Library of America #255) we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative
people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable with
your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book Elmore Leonard: Four Novels of the 1970s:
Fifty-Two Pickup / Swag / Unknown Man/ The Switch: (Library of America #255). You can more attractive
than now.
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