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No longer willing to accept naval blockades, the impressment of American seamen, and seizures of
American ships and cargos, the United States declared war on Great Britain. The aim was to frighten Britain
into concessions and, if that failed, to bring the war to a swift conclusion with a quick strike at Canada. But
the British refused to cave in to American demands, the Canadian campaign ended in disaster, and the U.S.
government had to flee Washington, D.C., when it was invaded and burned by a British army.

By all objective measures, the War of 1812 was a debacle for the young republic, and yet it was celebrated as
a great military triumph. The American people believed they had won the war and expelled the invader.
Oliver H. Perry became a military hero, Francis Scott Key composed what became the national anthem and
commenced a national reverence for the flag, and the U.S.S. Constitution, "Old Ironsides," became a symbol
of American invincibility. Every aspect of the war, from its causes to its conclusion, was refashioned to
heighten the successes, obscure the mistakes, and blur embarrassing distinctions, long before there were
mass media or public relations officers in the Pentagon.

In this entertaining and meticulously researched book by America's leading authority on the War of 1812,
Donald R. Hickey dispels the many misconcep-tions that distort our view of America's second war with
Great Britain. Embracing military, naval, political, economic, and diplomatic analyses, Hickey looks
carefully at how the war was fought between 1812 and 1815, and how it was remembered thereafter. Was the
original declaration of war a bluff? What were the real roles of Canadian traitor Joseph Willcocks, Mohawk
leader John Norton, pirate Jean Laffite, and American naval hero Lucy Baker? Who killed the Shawnee chief
Tecumseh and who shot the British general Isaac Brock? Who actually won the war, and what is its lasting
legacy? Hickey peels away fantasies and embellishments to explore why cer-tain myths gained currency and
how they contributed to the way that the United States and Canada view themselves and each other.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Gullett:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy
read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Don't Give Up the Ship!:
Myths of the War of 1812 is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Roberto Fetter:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day every day
to reading a publication. The book Don't Give Up the Ship!: Myths of the War of 1812 it is very good to
read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If
you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this
book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Ronnie Chaney:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be Don't Give Up the Ship!: Myths of the War of 1812 why
because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Gloria Quinones:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Don't Give Up the Ship!: Myths of the War of
1812 can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't
and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Don't Give Up the Ship!: Myths of
the War of 1812.
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