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Interzones is an innovative account of how the color line was drawn--and how it was crossed--in twentieth-
century American cities. Kevin Mumford chronicles the role of vice districts in New York and Chicago as
crucibles for the shaping of racial categories and racial inequalities.

Focusing on Chicago's South Side and Levee districts, and Greenwich Village and Harlem in New York at
the height of the Progressive era, Mumford traces the connections between the Great Migration, the
commercialization of leisure, and the politics of reform and urban renewal. Interzones is the first book to
examine in depth the combined effects on American culture of two major transformations: the migration
north of southern blacks and the emergence of a new public consumer culture.

Mumford writes an important chapter in Progressive-era history from the perspectives of its most
marginalized and dispossessed citizens. Recreating the mixed-race underworlds of brothels and dance halls,
and charting the history of a black-white sexual subculture, Mumford shows how fluid race relations were in
these "interzones." From Jack Johnson and the "white slavery" scare of the 1910's to the growth of a vital gay
subculture and the phenomenon of white slumming, he explores in provocative detail the connections
between political reforms and public culture, racial prejudice and sexual taboo, the hardening of the color
line and the geography of modern inner cities.

The complicated links between race and sex, and reform and reaction, are vividly displayed in Mumford's
look at a singular moment in the settling of American culture and society.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Rodgers:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book called Interzones:
Black/White Sex Districts in Chicago and New York in the Early Twentieth Century? Maybe it is being best
activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you
can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Eric Frances:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be
go through. Interzones: Black/White Sex Districts in Chicago and New York in the Early Twentieth Century
can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Joshua Molina:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The Interzones: Black/White Sex Districts in Chicago and New York in the Early Twentieth
Century offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Miranda Durkee:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Interzones: Black/White Sex Districts in
Chicago and New York in the Early Twentieth Century to make your current reading is interesting. Your
own skill of reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make
you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for
you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book Interzones: Black/White Sex Districts in
Chicago and New York in the Early Twentieth Century can to be your friend when you're really feel alone
and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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