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The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin is valuable chiefly because it is the veracious record of the life of a
self-made man who by his own effort became both learned and great. The real subject of interest isthe man
who stands forth by his own revelation in the plain, unvarnished, but complaisant narrative of his deeds. The
beginning was in an ordinary boyhood, in the colonial epoch, when almost all must earn their own
livelihood. For many years, each phase of his life was the replica of scores of others, his contemporaries. The
distinguishing characteristics of the man were discerned only when he had become great and exceptional in
the esteem of the world. Then, it was apparent that a singular uniformity of aim and method had
characterized him from the beginning of his career, so that each period of his activity had prepared him for
the next. He passed from small affairsto great as naturally and inevitably asif, from the first, he had foreseen
what was to come and had shaped his course with it in view. Nor did he ever attain an eminence which it was
beyond his natural qualitiesto sustain. To the very end of hislife, the gravest responsibilities rested upon
him; the affairsintrusted to his management required the nicest judgment, the most unvarying patience and
good humor, the greatest tact and skill in dealing with men; but in all he was unfailing, and so difficult was it
to find among younger men one ableto fill his place at the court of France, that the old man, in failing health,
was obliged to remain more than two years after the signing of the treaties.

Finally, when he was old, recognizing how typical had been his situation, how common the means of hisrise
to greatness, he had the generosity and the ingenuous courage to write an account of his early life which
included a confession of hisfollies and mistakes, and of the pains the effort to remedy them cost him. Thus,
the Autobiography, penned with the view of instructing and aiding the young in like situation, is not the least
important of the many services rendered by Benjamin Franklin in hislong life. It remains, with the
ingtitutions he founded, and the national independence he aided in establishing, a benefit to posterity.

In this edition of the Autobiography, it is thought best to make no attempt to present a complete history of
Franklin'slife. His own writing carries the narrative forward through his active and formative years, as
ordinarily reckoned, then breaks off just when he began to be absorbed in affairs of public importance, to
which he gave alonger time than all the years he had spent in his own business. This later period of
Franklin'slife belongs, as it were, to the public, and the story of the services he rendered istold in history,
where every schoolboy reads of him.

But thisis not al. Franklin was more versatile than any other man of his generation. He was, indeed, a
diplomatist and a statesman, but he was also a great scientist, a discoverer, an inventor, an author whose
writings, after more than a century, are still read for their own sake. When Poor Richard no longer wrote to
instruct or amuse his fellow countrymen, he found occasion for his ready wit in piecesdesigned to setin a
satiric light his political enemies; or, in more gentle humor, he wrote pleasing short pieces, " bagatelles,”" to
suit the humor of the day and pass an idle hour, but, nevertheless, full of meaning. In the selection of afew
of these writings of Franklin for this edition, we have sought to give such as areillustrative of hiswit, his
humor, his gift of suggesting, in the form of pleasing discourse, some pregnant idea, or bit of satire, or moral
truth.



Of the literary quality of these writings, and of the autobiography, it is enough to say that they fulfill, ina
remarkable degree, his own requirement of excellence in composition. [Note: this pre-1923 publication has
been converted from its original format and may contain an occasional defect
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From reader reviews:
Eleanor Landa:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what you problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question
because just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, itis
correct. Because start from on guarderia until university need this specific Autobiography of Benjamin
Franklin: With Selections from His Other Writings to read.

Roxanne Harrelson:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get alot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this Autobiography of
Benjamin Franklin: With Selections from His Other Writings.

Frank Godwin:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially
book entitled Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin: With Selections from His Other Writings your thoughts
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but
surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a publication then become one form
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get previous to. The Autobiography of Benjamin
Franklin: With Selections from His Other Writings giving you an additional experience more than blown
away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now
let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are
finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time
activity?

Bradley Cox:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can
haveit in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin:
With Selections from His Other Writings can give you alot of pals because by you looking at this one book
you have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book



can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend
doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate?
Let's have Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin: With Selections from His Other Writings.
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