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In this compelling, readable narrative, Joe Sherman explores virtually every aspect of the Saturn project,
America's biggest and most publicized industrial success of the last decade. Here is the whole story--Saturn's
mysterious beginnings inside General Motors in 1982; the site hunt that involved 38 states and ended in
Spring Hill, Tennessee; the plant's construction and the transfer of 5,000 UAW members to a historic
Southern backwater; and finally the small car's triumph in the marketplace (Consumer Reports and J.D.
Powers both dubbed Saturn a made-in-America breakthrough)--all woven together into a candid, panoramic
tapestry.
In the Rings of Saturn has a striking immediacy: the reader sees almost first-hand GM's 1991 Annual
Meeting at the Grand Ole Opry led by chairman Robert Stempel, as gadfly stockholders turn the event into a
parody. We spend a week on the crankshaft machining line under the care of paternal, bearlike teamleader
Bob Courtemanche, experiencing Saturn's revolutionary but troubled team structure. We even drive around
with Spring Hill's flamboyant, tobacco-spitting mayor George Jones, who tells Sherman that the difference
between a "Yankee" and a "damned Yankee" is "a Yankee comes here and goes home; a damned Yankee
stays." Dozens of characters, from local farmers, to inspired assembly line workers, to "car smarts and gut
feel" engineers, move across these pages. Through these flesh-and-blood portraits, Sherman brings to life a
very American story of renewal and growth, of great hope and soured expectations, of greed and lost
opportunities. And he reveals as well the downside of the project--that while the car itself is a triumph, the
project has failed to provide either the learning laboratory General Motors needed or a model for positive
redevelopment rural America yearns for.
In the Rings of Saturn is both the anatomy of a corporate triumph and an incisive commentary on industrial
renewal in the United States. And it exposes the high hopes and earthshattering disappointments that occur
when big business appears in rural areas. It is a volume that will enlighten business readers, inform the
automotive industry, and entertain Saturn car buyers, many of whom will think: "My little car means all
this?"
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From reader reviews:

Alan Dean:

This In the Rings of Saturn book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will
get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This particular In the
Rings of Saturn without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing.
Don't always be worry In the Rings of Saturn can bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This In the
Rings of Saturn having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Anthony Collins:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline In the Rings of
Saturn suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled In the
Rings of Saturnis the one of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many
people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know
ahead of. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So
that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Edgar Workman:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of
various ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person
more imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring
someone to imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to
other individuals. When you read this In the Rings of Saturn, you could tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Virginia Kang:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to try out look for book, may be the book untitled In the Rings of Saturn can be good book to read.
May be it is usually best activity to you.
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