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“My birth sign is Scorpio and they eat themselves up and burn themselves out. I swing between happiness
and misery. I am part prude and part non-conformist. I say what I think and I don’t pretend and I am
prepared to accept the consequences of my actions.”—Vivien Leigh

When Vivien Leigh died in 1967, headlines around the world proclaimed, “Scarlett O’Hara is Dead!”
Perhaps more than any of her contemporaries, Vivien Leigh became the very embodiment of the roles she
made famous, from Gone With the Wind’s immortal heroine to her harrowing portrayal of Blanche DuBois in
A Streetcar Named Desire. Vivien’s beauty, determination, and enormous charisma were her triumph,
whether it was a matter of charming George Bernard Shaw in order to become his personal choice for the
part of Scarlett—or winning the then-married Laurence Olivier as her husband. Her twenty-years’
partnership with Olivier, both onstage and off, made them the “royal couple” of the theater, and garnered
unparalleled critical and popular acclaim.

But the achievement had its darker side, for Vivien became so immersed in her roles that she began to take
on their characteristics in real life—often at enormous cost: playing Blanche DuBois actually “tipped her into
madness”; and while filming Ship of Fools, she found herself hammering co-star Lee Marvin’s face with
very real—and painful—blows of her spiked heel. The public glamour of her fairy tale marriage to
Olivier—so desperately important to them both—hid a private nightmare of violence and frequent infidelity.
She was consumed by devastating battles against tuberculosis, to which she finally succumbed, and manic-
depression, which she sought to keep at bay through a voracious sexual appetite, having affair after
affair—sometimes serious, as with Peter Finch, sometimes with whichever taxi driver happened to bring her
home.

Based on previously unpublished interviews with her friends, family, and colleagues, as well as with Vivien
Leigh herself, Vivien is an extraordinary picture of a unique and complex woman, as willful as she was
beautiful, who knew what she wanted—whether the coveted role of Scarlett or that, equally coveted, of Lady
Olivier—and got it. With its telling anecdotes, fascinating insights, and unforgettable glimpses into
Hollywood’s heyday, it is sure to stand as the definitive portrait of one of the most talented and tormented
actresses of all time.
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From reader reviews:

Alice Christensen:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Vivien: The
Life of Vivien Leigh? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your
time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you
have additional opinion?

Carol Sage:

The book Vivien: The Life of Vivien Leigh can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Vivien: The
Life of Vivien Leigh? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book
can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Vivien: The
Life of Vivien Leigh has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You
can search the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Robert Thompson:

This book untitled Vivien: The Life of Vivien Leigh to be one of several books in which best seller in this
year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this
kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So
there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Phyllis Tucker:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get lots of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is usually Vivien: The Life of Vivien Leigh.
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