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From the PREFACE.

THE teacher of Rhetoric has a double office. First, and chiefly, he must make writers; secondly, he must so
exhibit the laws of his art as to promote mental discipline. In other words, he must be practical, without
being a mere empiricist; he must be rational, without for an instant losing sight of skill in composition.

With these views in mind, I have tried to fill what seemed to me an empty place among books on Rhetoric.
None of them, I thought, aimed at practical results, without sacrificing too far the principles of the art; none
of them taught these principles in their fullness, without sacrificing in part or in whole the practical side of
the work. I have aimed to strike the happy medium,—to make a book that shall teach composition while it
forces the student to think, and shall exhibit the principles of the art at the same time that it keeps uppermost
the problem How to Write. I have adopted Dr. Shedd's words quoted on my title-page, accepting fully the
doctrine that Thought is more than Style, and modifying this doctrine by only one other truth—a truth to
which Dr. Shedd would doubtless equally assent—that worthy thought deserves, as it promotes, an excellent
form. In other words, while, with Herbert Spencer, I extol practice, I also accept, with him, the doctrine that
"some practical result may be expected from a familiarity with the principles of style. ... If in no other way,
yet, as facilitating revision, a knowledge of the thing to be achieved—a clear idea of what constitutes a
beauty, and what a blemish—cannot fail to be of service."

I have also tried to exhibit the laws of Rhetoric in their entirety, — not the laws of Style alone, but also those
of Invention. However we may quibble about that word Invention in its rhetorical sense, Rhetoric does teach
other laws than those of Form; and these laws must be exhibited, if the art is to be taught fully. I admit freely
that, in a book whose chief aim is skill in composition, Invention will occupy a considerably less number of
pages than Style; and, hence, even after saying what I have said of the superior importance of Invention [§
32], I have given by far the greater portion of my whole space to Style. The questions discussed under the
head of Invention are largely theoretical; and their full exposition belongs either to a distinctively theoretical
treatise on Rhetoric or to the several sciences that furnish the theory of the art. Were Rhetoric now, as it once
was, a purely disciplinary study of Senior year, my book would have taken an entirely different form; but, in
view of the wholesome change in our college work which assumes, not that the men know their mother-
tongue because they speak it, but that, sadly ignorant of this mother-tongue, they need lessons in English,
even more than they need the discipline of foreign languages, ancient or modern,—in view of this change, I
have tried to make a book that shall start our younger college students and the older students in high schools
and academies on the only road, difficult as it is, to a mastery of English composition….
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From reader reviews:

Mark Frey:

This The Structure of English Prose: A Manual of Composition and Rhetoric book is not really ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Structure of English Prose: A Manual of
Composition and Rhetoric without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry The Structure of English Prose: A Manual of Composition and
Rhetoric can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can
have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This The Structure of English Prose: A Manual of
Composition and Rhetoric having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

Jennifer Garza:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This The Structure of English Prose: A Manual of Composition and Rhetoric book is
readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer of The Structure of English Prose: A Manual of Composition and Rhetoric content conveys
thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it
just different available as it. So , do you still thinking The Structure of English Prose: A Manual of
Composition and Rhetoric is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Kelly Brooks:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick one
book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer is usually The Structure of English Prose: A Manual of Composition and Rhetoric why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person.
The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Melinda Walton:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This The Structure of English Prose: A Manual of Composition
and Rhetoric can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that
they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get



success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more
than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have The Structure of English
Prose: A Manual of Composition and Rhetoric.
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