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OF Ammianus Marcellinus, the writer of the following History, we know very little more than what can be
collected from that portion of it which remains to us. From that source we learn that he was a native of
Antioch, and a soldier; being one of theprefectores domestici—the body-guard of the emperor, into which
none but men of noble birth were admitted. He was on the staff of Ursicinus, whom he attended in several of
his expeditions; and he bore a share in the campaigns which Julian made against the Persians. After that time
he never mentions himself, and we are ignorant when he quitted the service and retired to Rome, in which
city he composed his History. We know not when he was born, or when he died, except that from one or two
incidental passages in his work it is plain that he lived nearly to the end of the fourth century: and it is even
uncertain whether he was a Christian or a Pagan; though the general belief is, that he adhered to the religion
of the ancient Romans, without, however, permitting it to lead him even to speak disrespectfully of
Christians or Christianity.
His History, which he divided into thirty-one books (of which the first thirteen are lost, while the text of
those which remain is in some places imperfect), began with the accession of Nerva, A.D. 96, where Tacitus
and Suetonius end, and was continued to the death of Valens, A.D. 378, a period of 282 years. And there is
probably no work as to the intrinsic value of which there is so little difference of opinion. Gibbon bears
repeated testimony to his accuracy, fidelity, and impartiality, and quotes him extensively. In losing his aid
after A.D. 378, he says, "It is not without sincere regret that I must now take leave of an accurate and faithful
guide, who has composed the history of his own times without indulging the prejudices and passions which
usually affect the mind of a contemporary." Professor Ramsay (in Smith's Dictionary of Greek and Roman
Biography) says, "We are indebted to him for a knowledge of many important facts not elsewhere recorded,
and for much valuable insight into the modes of thought and the general tone of public feeling prevalent in
his day. Nearly all the statements admitted appear to be founded upon his own observations, or upon the
information derived from trustworthy eye-witnesses.
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From reader reviews:

Dorathy Byers:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or perhaps
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the data about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this The Later Roman
Empire A.D. 354-378 (Illustrated).

James Goldman:

The publication with title The Later Roman Empire A.D. 354-378 (Illustrated) has a lot of information that
you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of
the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Harriet Dupree:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this guide. This The Later Roman Empire A.D. 354-
378 (Illustrated) is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If
you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is
make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Gloria Lafreniere:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This guide The Later Roman Empire A.D. 354-378 (Illustrated) was filled about science.
Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has several feel
when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a
guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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