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Seventeen years after Robert E. Lee's surrender at Appomattox, one final, dramatic confrontation occurred
between the Lee family and the United States government. In The Last Battle of the Civil War, Anthony J.
Gaughan recounts the fascinating saga of United States v. Lee, known to history as the "Arlington Case."

Prior to the Civil War, Mary Lee, Robert E. Lee's wife, owned the estate that Arlington National Cemetery
rests on today. After the attack on Fort Sumter, however, the Union army seized the Lees' Arlington home
and converted it into a national cemetery as well as a refugee camp for runaway slaves.

In 1877 George Washington Custis Lee, Robert and Mary's eldest son, filed suit demanding that the federal
government pay the Lees just compensation for Arlington. In response, the Justice Department asserted that
sovereign immunity barred Lee and all other private plaintiffs from bringing Fifth Amendment takings cases.
The courts, the government claimed, had no jurisdiction to hear such lawsuits.

In a historic ruling, the Supreme Court rejected the government's argument. As the majority opinion
explained, "All the officers of the government, from the highest to the lowest, are creatures of the law and
are bound to obey it." The ruling made clear that the government was legally obligated by the Fifth
Amendment to pay just compensation to the Lees.

The Court's ruling in United States v. Lee affirmed the principle that the rule of law applies equally to
ordinary citizens and high government officials. As the justices emphasized, the Constitution is not
suspended in wartime and government officials who violate the law are not beyond the reach of justice.
Ironically, the case also represented a watershed on the path of sectional reconciliation. By ruling in favor of
the Lee family, the justices demonstrated that former Confederates would receive a fair hearing in the federal
courts.

Gaughan provides a riveting account of the Civil War's final battle, a struggle whose outcome became a
significant step on the path to national reunion.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Nathan:

The book The Last Battle of the Civil War: United States versus Lee, 1861-1883 has a lot associated with on
it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you
can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Thelma Brady:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Last Battle of the Civil War:
United States versus Lee, 1861-1883 which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's find.

Michael Albright:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called of
book The Last Battle of the Civil War: United States versus Lee, 1861-1883. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination
to other place.

Tara Smith:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the The Last Battle of the Civil War: United States versus Lee, 1861-1883 when you desired it?
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