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A newly revised edition of an established classic in the history of medicine.

Arising from collaboration between a doctor and a historian, Disease and History offers the general reader a
wide-ranging and most accessible account of some of the ways in which disease has left its often dramatic
mark on the past.

It reviews, for example, the impact made by bubonic plague and other infections upon the ancient and
medieval worlds; the likely role of syphilis in the careers of Henry VIII and Ivan the Terrible; the
significance of smallpox for the conquest of Mexico; and the contribution of typhus to Napoleon’s downfall
and of haemophilia to the collapse of Tsarist rule in Russia. Other topics surveyed include the influence of
tropical diseases in the history of the colonization of Africa, and the global death-toll taken by the so-called
‘Spanish’ influenza of 1918-9.

The authors show how successive eras have registered some progress against pestilence, even while also
experiencing confrontation with new and often unforeseen threats. Thus the final section of the book
highlights how this field of history serves to illuminate many of the current problems now facing a world
where disease – especially when combined with war, famine, and ecological recklessness – presents an
ongoing challenge to human survival.

‘A study whose outstanding virtues are economy, clarity and readability.’
New Statesman

‘A welcome updating and careful revision of one of the pioneering accounts of the social history of
medicine.’
Roy Porter, Professor of the Social History of Medicine, UCL

‘Fascinating and highly recommended.’
Library Journal
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Wood:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Disease &
History: Third Edition suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in this era. The
particular book untitled Disease & History: Third Editionis a single of several books this everyone read now.
This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the
new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a wide range of information about
this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Jack McCurdy:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its include may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Disease & History: Third Edition why because the wonderful
cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is
usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this
book.

Joseph Cole:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Disease & History: Third Edition was colorful
and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Disease & History: Third Edition has many kinds
or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and
believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can
make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading
this.

James Hanson:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is known as of
book Disease & History: Third Edition. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing the
printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most essential that,
you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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