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Despite imperial politics, a modern Austro-Hungarian battleship fleet was built and contested Italian
dominance of the Adriatic and the Mediterranean through a series of daring naval raids that netted greater
success than anything the German High Seas Fleet accomplished in the North Sea.

The nineteenth century saw the assertion of Habsburg sea power over the Adriatic from the Austrian
inheritance of the Venetian fleet in 1797 to Rear Admiral Wilhelm von Tegetthoff's stunning victory over a
superior Italian force at the Battle of Lissa in 1866 to the gradual creation of a modern battle fleet beginning
in the 1890s. Austria-Hungary did not have an overseas empire; its empire lay within its own boundaries and
the primary purpose of its navy until the beginning of the twentieth century was the defense of its coastline.
As its merchant marine dramatically grew in the late nineteenth century, Austro-Hungarian admirals believed
that the navy should take a more proactive policy of defense, defending not only the coastline but the greater
Adriatic and even the Mediterranean waters which the empire's merchant ships plied. The 1890s saw the
beginning of a series of naval building programs that would create a well-balanced modern fleet. Cruisers
were constructed for the protection of overseas trade and for "showing the flag" but the decisive projection of
Austria-Hungary's commitment to control the Adriatic was the construction of a force of modern battleships.
Compared to the British, French, Germans, and even Italians, the Austro-Hungarians were relative
latecomers to the design and construction of battleships. Austro-Hungarian naval policy tended to be
reactionary rather than proactive; its admirals closely followed Italian naval developments and sought
appropriate countermeasures even though the two nations were tenuously bound together by the Triple
Alliance pact of 1882. Despite the naval arms race throughout Europe at the time, the navy had difficulty
obtaining funds for new ships as the Hungarian government was reluctant to fund a fleet that principally
served the maritime interests of the ethnically German portion of the empire. The difficulties experienced in
battleship funding and construction mirrored the political difficulties and ethnic rivalries within the empire.
Nevertheless by August of 1914, the Austro-Hungarian fleet had a force of nine battleships, three pre-
dreadnoughts, and one dreadnought (three more in the final stages of construction). This book will survey the
five classes of Austro-Hungarian battleships in service during the First World War.
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From reader reviews:

Margie Turner:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Austro-Hungarian Battleships 1914-18 (New Vanguard).
You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a
book Austro-Hungarian Battleships 1914-18 (New Vanguard). You can add expertise and of course you can
around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your
country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may
know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You
need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Valentin Gonzalez:

This book untitled Austro-Hungarian Battleships 1914-18 (New Vanguard) to be one of several books this
best seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it.
You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher with
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in
your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Donald Benson:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to
fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you
should read. If you want to try out look for book, may be the guide untitled Austro-Hungarian Battleships
1914-18 (New Vanguard) can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Robert Hansen:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they will get
wide range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is definitely Austro-Hungarian Battleships 1914-18 (New Vanguard).
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