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Complex Communities explores how sedentary settlements developed and flourished in the Middle East
during the Early Iron Age nearly four thousand years ago. Using archaeological evidence, Benjamin Porter
reconstructs how residents maintained their communities despite environmental uncertainties. Living in a
semi-arid area in the present-day country of Jordan, villagers faced a harsh and unpredictable ecosystem.
Communities fostered resilience by creating flexible production routines and leadership strategies.
Settlements developed what archaeologists call “communal complexity,” a condition through which small-
scale societies shift between egalitarian and hierarchical arrangements. Complex Communities provides
detailed, scientifically grounded reconstructions of how this communal complexity functioned in the region.

These settlements emerged during a period of recovery following the political and economic collapse of
Bronze Age Mediterranean societies. Scholars have characterized west-central Jordan’s political organization
during this time as an incipient Moabite state. Complex Communities argues instead that the settlements were
a collection of independent, self-organizing entities. Each community constructed substantial villages with
fortifications, practiced both agriculture and pastoralism, and built and stocked storage facilities. From these
efforts to produce and store resources, especially food, wealth was generated and wealthier households
gained power over their neighbors. However, power was limited by the fact that residents could—and
did—leave communities and establish new ones.

Complex Communities reveals that these settlements moved through adaptive cycles as they adjusted to a
changing socionatural system. These sustainability-seeking communities have lessons to offer not only the
archaeologists studying similar struggles in other locales, but also to contemporary communities facing
negative climate change. Readers interested in resilience studies, Near Eastern archaeology, historical
ecology, and the archaeology of communities will welcome this volume.
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From reader reviews:

Jody Tolar:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Complex Communities: The Archaeology of Early Iron
Age West-Central Jordan. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know
about how is important the book Complex Communities: The Archaeology of Early Iron Age West-Central
Jordan. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since
from book you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or
perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to
the library. Let's read.

Lorri Nicholson:

This Complex Communities: The Archaeology of Early Iron Age West-Central Jordan book is just not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book
is definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Complex Communities: The Archaeology of
Early Iron Age West-Central Jordan without we understand teach the one who reading it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Complex Communities: The Archaeology of Early Iron
Age West-Central Jordan can bring if you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Complex Communities: The
Archaeology of Early Iron Age West-Central Jordan having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so
you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Mary McClellan:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read one using
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Complex Communities: The Archaeology of Early
Iron Age West-Central Jordan is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Marcella Aragon:

You could spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Complex Communities: The Archaeology of
Early Iron Age West-Central Jordan is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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