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Children at War is the first comprehensive book to examine the growing and global use of children as
soldiers.
P.W. Singer, an internationally recognized expert in twenty-first-century warfare, explores how a new
strategy of war, utilized by armies and warlords alike, has targeted children, seeking to turn them into
soldiers and terrorists.
Singer writes about how the first American serviceman killed by hostile fire in Afghanistan—a Green
Beret—was shot by a fourteen-year-old Afghan boy; how suspected militants detained by U.S. forces in Iraq
included more than one hundred children under the age of seventeen; and how hundreds who were taken
hostage in Thailand were held captive by the rebel "God's Army," led by twelve-year-old twins.
Interweaving the voices of child soldiers throughout the book, Singer looks at the ways these children are
recruited, abducted, trained, and finally sent off to fight in war-torn hot spots, from Colombia and the Sudan
to Kashmir and Sierra Leone. He writes about children who have been indoctrinated to fight U.S. forces in
Iraq and Afghanistan; of Iraqui boys between the ages of ten and fifteen who had been trained in military
arms and tactics to become Saddam Hussein's Ashbal Saddam (Lion Cubs); of young refugees from
Pakistani madrassahs who were recruited to help bring the Taliban to power in the Afghan civil war.
The author, National Security Fellow at the Brookings Institution and director of the Brookings Project on
U.S. Policy Towards the Islamic World, explores how this phenomenon has come about, and how social
disruptions and failures of development in modern Third World nations have led to greater global conflict
and an instability that has spawned a new pool of recruits. He writes about how technology has made today's
weapons smaller and lighter and therefore easier for children to carry and handle; how one billion people in
the world live in developing countries where civil war is part of everyday life; and how some
children—without food, clothing, or family—have volunteered as soldiers as their only way to survive.
Finally, Singer makes clear how the U.S. government and the international community must face this new
reality of modern warfare, how those who benefit from the recruitment of children as soldiers must be held
accountable, how Western militaries must be prepared to face children in battle, and how rehabilitation
programs can undo this horrific phenomenon and turn child soldiers back into children.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Stanley:

The particular book Children at War will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading any book.
The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very
suited to you. The book Children at War is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book
from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Michael Stein:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the data
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this Children at War.

Rick Briones:

The actual book Children at War has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a
lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some research previous to
write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this article
book.

Violet Shook:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Children at War why because the amazing cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic
as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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