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New York Times Book Review
“A stout defense--indeed, the best I have read--of the Obama years."

A New York Times Bestseller

David Axelrod has always been a believer. Whether as a young journalist investigating city corruption, a
campaign consultant guiding underdog candidates against entrenched orthodoxy, or as senior adviser to the
president during one of the worst crises in American history, Axelrod held fast to his faith in the power of
stories to unite diverse communities and ignite transformative political change. Now this legendary strategist,
the mastermind behind Barack Obama’s historic election campaigns, shares a wealth of stories from his
forty-year journey through the inner workings of American democracy. Believer is the tale of a political life
well lived, of a man who never gave up on the deepest promises our country has to offer.

Believer reveals the roots of Axelrod’s devotion to politics and his faith in democratic change. As a child of
the ’60s in New York City, Axelrod worked his first campaigns during a tumultuous decade that began with
soaring optimism and ended in violence and chaos. As a young newspaperman in Chicago during the 1970s
and ’80s, Axelrod witnessed another world transformed when he reported on the dissolution of the last of the
big city political machines—Richard Daley, Dan Rostenkowski, and Harold Washington—along with the
emergence of a dynamic black independent movement that ultimately made Obama’s ascent possible.

After cutting his teeth in the rollicking world of Chicago journalism, Axelrod switched careers to become a
political strategist. His unorthodox tactics during his first campaign helped him get Paul Simon unexpectedly
elected to the Senate, and soon Axelrod’s counsel was sought by the greatest lights of the Democratic Party.
Working for path breakers like Hillary Clinton, Deval Patrick, and Rahm Emanuel—and morally conflicted
characters like Rod Blagojevich and John Edwards—Axelrod, for better and worse, redefined the techniques
by which modern political campaigns are run.

The heart of Believer is Axelrod’s twenty-year friendship with Barack Obama, a warm partnership that
inspired both men even as it propelled each to great heights. Taking a chance on an unlikely candidate for the
U.S. Senate, Axelrod ultimately collaborated closely with Obama on his political campaigns, and served as
the invaluable strategist who contributed to the tremendous victories of 2008 and 2012. Switching careers
again, Axelrod served as senior adviser to the president during one of the most challenging periods in
national history: working at Obama’s side as he battled an economic disaster; navigated America through
two wars; and fought to reform health care, the financial sector, and our gridlocked political institutions. In
Believer, Axelrod offers a deeper and richer profile of this extraordinary figure—who in just four years
vaulted from the Illinois State Senate to the Oval Office—from the perspective of one who was at his side
every step of the way.

Spanning forty years that include corruption and transformation, turmoil and progress, Believer takes readers
behind the closed doors of politics even as it offers a thrilling call to democratic action. Axelrod’s Believer is
a powerful and inspiring memoir enlivened by the charm and candor of one of the greatest political
strategists in recent American history.



DORIS KEARNS GOODWIN, author of The Bully Pulpit and Team of Rivals
“Beautifully written with warmth, humor, and remarkable self-awareness, Believer is one of the finest
political memoirs I have ever read.”
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From reader reviews:

Michael Burr:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Believer: My Forty Years in Politics. You can choose the
best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book
Believer: My Forty Years in Politics. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a
book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book.
You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Micah Best:

This Believer: My Forty Years in Politics book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this publication incredible
fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This
specific Believer: My Forty Years in Politics without we understand teach the one who examining it become
critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Believer: My Forty Years in Politics can bring
whenever you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it
within your lovely laptop even phone. This Believer: My Forty Years in Politics having fine arrangement in
word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Kenneth Quisenberry:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Believer: My Forty Years in Politics can be the
response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Isabel Martin:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Believer: My Forty Years in Politics was multi-colored and
of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Believer: My Forty Years in Politics has many
kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read
and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers
up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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