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Thomas Jefferson was a figure both central and polarizing in his own time, and despite the passage of two
centuries he remains so today. Author of the Declaration of Independence and the Virginia Statute for
Religious Freedom, yet at the same time a slaveholder who likely fathered six children by one of his slaves,
Jefferson has been seen as an embodiment of both the best and the worst in America’s conception and in its
history.

In Monticello in Mind, poet Lisa Russ Spaar collects fifty contemporary poems--most original to this
anthology--that engage the complex legacy of Thomas Jefferson and his plantation home at Monticello.
Many of these poems wrestle with the history of race and freedom at the heart of both Jefferson’s story and
America’s own. Others consider Jefferson as a figure of Enlightenment rationalism, who scrupulously
excised evidence of the supernatural from the gospels in order to construct his own version of Jesus’s moral
teachings. Still others approach Jefferson as an early colonizer of the West, whose purchase of the Louisiana
territory and launch of the Lewis and Clark expedition anticipated the era of Manifest Destiny.

Featuring a roster of poets both emerging and established--including Lucille Clifton, Rita Dove, Claudia
Emerson, Terrance Hayes, Robert Hass, Yusef Komunyakaa, Tracy K. Smith, Natasha Tretheway, Charles
Wright, and Kevin Young--this collection offers an aesthetically and culturally diverse range of perspectives
on a man whose paradoxes still abide at the heart of the American experiment.
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From reader reviews:

Lynn Gowen:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Monticello in Mind: Fifty
Contemporary Poems on Jefferson. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for
the internet sources or other social media.

Deborah Ellefson:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Monticello in Mind: Fifty
Contemporary Poems on Jefferson book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course
the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Maria Green:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Monticello in Mind: Fifty
Contemporary Poems on Jefferson book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Monticello
in Mind: Fifty Contemporary Poems on Jefferson as good book not just by the cover but also by content.
This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth
sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.

Morgan Johnson:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Monticello in Mind: Fifty
Contemporary Poems on Jefferson which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
see.
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