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‘In all history it would be hard to find a more striking example of what one man may do for a nation in the
course of a short lifetime.’

Thomas Hughes, the author of Tom Brown’s School Days, was fascinated by the early middle ages of
English history. Writing as much as a concerned citizen as an historian, Hughes believes that King Alfred the
Great was ‘the true representative of the nation’.

A very Christian country at the time, England was set up in a feudal world of Saxon knights and noblemen.
Alfred had to fight pagan warriors who came from Denmark, in battles which are described in detail by
Hughes. One such battle killed his brother Ethelred, which placed Alfred on the throne at the age of twenty-
three in the year 871.

‘Patience, humility, and utter forgetfulness of self, the true royal qualities, shine out through every word and
act of his life wherever we can get at them,’ Hughes writes, using many first-hand sources to construct a
portrait of the king. He includes an account of the famous story of the burning of the cakes.

In 886 Alfred took London, and set about bringing peace to the country as a whole. He created a series of
‘dooms’ based on Old Testament scriptures that formed the basis of his law and judiciary system. He also
built up the navy and adapted the existing organisation of the various parts of England, and worked on
several translations of philosophical texts.

Ultimately it was the Church which still held authority to punish the wicked, rather than the courts. This
made the people more pious and helped make the England of the late ninth century great, led by their dutiful
king.

Hughes stops to meditate on the universal nature of Christianity, kingship and morality, comparing his own
late Victorian era with those Anglo-Saxon times of Alfred. This makes for personal and interesting
commentary on the times Hughes was writing.
Thomas Hughes (1822-1896) is most famous for his novel Tom Brown’s School Days. He was an MP, judge
and author of many works of non-fiction.

Albion Press is an imprint of Endeavour Press, the UK's leading independent digital publisher. For more
information on our titles please sign up to our newsletter at www.endeavourpress.com. Each week you will
receive updates on free and discounted ebooks. Follow us on Twitter: @EndeavourPress and on Facebook
via http://on.fb.me/1HweQV7. We are always interested in hearing from our readers. Endeavour Press
believes that the future is now.
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From reader reviews:

Andre Roberts:

Here thing why this kind of Alfred the Great are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading through
a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as scrumptious as
food or not. Alfred the Great giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no e-book that similar with Alfred the Great. It gives you thrill studying
journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can
be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by
train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Alfred the Great in e-
book can be your substitute.

Ernesto Harrell:

The event that you get from Alfred the Great could be the more deep you digging the information that hide
inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know
but Alfred the Great giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way
that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having that Alfred the
Great instantly.

April Harry:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
go through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what
sorts of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics,
and soon. The Alfred the Great will give you new experience in examining a book.

June Ortiz:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as of book Alfred
the Great. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your
knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can
bring you from one spot to other place.
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