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In these four artfully crafted essays, Patrick Geary explores the way ancient and medieval authors wrote
about women. Geary describes the often marginal role women played in origin legends from antiquity until
the twelfth century.

Not confining himself to one religious tradition or region, he probes the tensions between women in biblical,
classical, and medieval myths (such as Eve, Mary, Amazons, princesses, and countesses), and actual women
in ancient and medieval societies. Using these legends as a lens through which to study patriarchal societies,
Geary chooses moments and texts that illustrate how ancient authors (all of whom were male) confronted the
place of women in their society.

Unlike other books on the subject, Women at the Beginning attempts to understand not only the place of
women in these legends, but also the ideologies of the men who wrote about them. The book concludes that
the authors of these stories were themselves struggling with ambivalence about women in their own worlds
and that this struggle manifested itself in their writings.
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From reader reviews:

Janice Nolan:

The particular book Women at the Beginning: Origin Myths from the Amazons to the Virgin Mary has a lot
details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you
will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Arthur Seaton:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Women at the Beginning: Origin Myths from the Amazons to the Virgin Mary the mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The Women at the Beginning: Origin Myths
from the Amazons to the Virgin Mary giving you another experience more than blown away your thoughts
but also giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the
relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Tasha Banda:

You could spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Women at the Beginning: Origin Myths
from the Amazons to the Virgin Mary is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the
beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy
often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.
And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Paul Leavens:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Women at the Beginning: Origin Myths from the Amazons to the Virgin Mary when you
needed it?
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