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This book studies several of Mark Helprin’s novels in terms of their relation to Dante’s Divine Comedy. The
authors demonstrate that A Soldier of the Great War, In Sunlight and in Shadow, and Winter’s Tale
substantially correspond to, respectively, Dante’s Inferno, Purgatorio, and Paradiso. The author himself has
acknowledged his debt to Dante and references to the Comedy appear throughout his works. It is not that
Helprin’s novels track their Dantean antecedents slavishly, or even follow the structure of the Canticles
explicitly. Rather, the central arguments of Dante’s three works are taken up by Helprin in his novels. In
adopting Dante’s essentially Platonic doctrine of mediation, Helprin’s characters are fully instantiated human
beings who also mediate and reveal the divine.

In his engagement with Dante, Helprin affirms the core philosophical, theological and psychological
arguments of the Comedy, and then modifies those arguments in a distinctly modern way. Specifically,
Helprin focuses on human freedom as the necessary precondition for justice to exist, both for individuals and
for societies. In the final chapter of the book, the authors turn to Helprin’s Freddy and Fredericka. In this
novel, Helprin both assumes Dante’s argument, and then radically alters it, by pointing to the possibility of a
just regime on earth, rather than one that exists merely in heaven. While accepting much of Dante’s
metaphysical argument, Helprin shows the virtues of liberal democracy as that form of political regime that
is most able to unite human eros with eternal principles. In the end, Helprin’s novels are remarkable for the
way in which they advocate for ancient virtues, while insisting upon the distinctly modern liberal account of
human freedom as the necessary foundation for human flourishing.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Manzo:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book Recollecting Dante's Divine
Comedy in the Novels of Mark Helprin: The Love That Moves the Sun and the Other Stars. All type of book
can you see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Pamela Brock:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Recollecting Dante's Divine Comedy in the
Novels of Mark Helprin: The Love That Moves the Sun and the Other Stars book because book offers you
rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Grady Long:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be go
through. Recollecting Dante's Divine Comedy in the Novels of Mark Helprin: The Love That Moves the Sun
and the Other Stars can be your answer since it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Janet Kline:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. That Recollecting Dante's Divine Comedy in the Novels of Mark
Helprin: The Love That Moves the Sun and the Other Stars can give you a lot of buddies because by you
looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person.
This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your
friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's
have Recollecting Dante's Divine Comedy in the Novels of Mark Helprin: The Love That Moves the Sun
and the Other Stars.
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