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Thomas C. Hubka, an architectural historian known for his work on American vernacular architecture,
immersed himself in medieval and early-modern Jewish history, religion, and culture to prepare for this
remarkable study of the eighteenth-century Polish synagogue in the town of Gwozdziec, now in present
Ukraine. Hubka selected the Gwozdziec Synagogue - one of the finest examples of a small-town wooden
synagogue from the former Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth - because of the completeness of its
photographic and historical records. This truly resplendent synagogue exemplified a high point in Jewish
architectural art and religious painting, a tradition that was later abandoned by Eastern-European Jewish
communities in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Because the Gwozdziec Synagogue, like so many
others, was destroyed by the Nazis, this book revives a spiritual community lost to history. Graced with more
than 150 historical photographs, architectural drawings, maps, diagrams, and color illustrations, Resplendent
Synagogue vividly recreates the spiritual heart of a once-vibrant Jewish community. Hubka "reads" the
synagogue both as a historical document and as a cultural artifact. His interpretation of its art and
architecture - and its liturgy - enables him to recreate a pre-modern Jewish community seen in relation to
both its internal traditions of worship and its external relations with Gentile neighbors. Hubka demonstrates
that while the architectural exterior of the synagogue was largely the product of non-Jewish, regional
influences, the interior design and elaborate wall-paintings signified a distinctly Jewish art form. The
collaboration of Jewish and Gentile builders, craftsmen, and artists in the creation of this magnificent
wooden structure attests to an eighteenth-century period of relative prosperity and community well-being for
the Jews of Gwozdziec. This unique exploration of a lost religious and cultural artifact breathes new life into
a forgotten but fascinating aspect of eighteenth-century Polish Jewry and is certain to elicit discussion and
debate among modern readers.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Marsh:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Resplendent Synagogue: Architecture and Worship in an
Eighteenth-Century Polish Community (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry). Try to
stumble through book Resplendent Synagogue: Architecture and Worship in an Eighteenth-Century Polish
Community (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry) as your friend. It means that it can
to become your friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know anything
by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Manuel Coury:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Resplendent Synagogue: Architecture and
Worship in an Eighteenth-Century Polish Community (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European
Jewry) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks
have than the others?

Michelle Oquinn:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This Resplendent Synagogue: Architecture
and Worship in an Eighteenth-Century Polish Community (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of
European Jewry) can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have
issue that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Resplendent
Synagogue: Architecture and Worship in an Eighteenth-Century Polish Community (The Tauber Institute
Series for the Study of European Jewry).

Wesley Baker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know
that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your



personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Resplendent Synagogue: Architecture
and Worship in an Eighteenth-Century Polish Community (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of
European Jewry).
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