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In his widely acclaimed volume Our Undemocratic Constitution, Sanford Levinson boldly argued that our
Constitution should not be treated with "sanctimonious reverence," but as a badly flawed document
deserving revision. Now Levinson takes us deeper, asking what were the original assumptions underlying
our institutions, and whether we accept those assumptions 225 years later.

In Framed, Levinson challenges our belief that the most important features of our constitutions concern what
rights they protect. Instead, he focuses on the fundamental procedures of governance such as congressional
bicameralism; the selection of the President by the electoral college, or the dimensions of the President's veto
power--not to mention the near impossibility of amending the United States Constitution. These seemingly
"settled" and "hardwired" structures contribute to the now almost universally recognized "dysfunctionality"
of American politics.

Levinson argues that we should stop treating the United States Constitution as uniquely exemplifying the
American constitutional tradition. We should be aware of the 50 state constitutions, often interestingly
different--and perhaps better--than the national model. Many states have updated their constitutions by
frequent amendment or by complete replacement via state constitutional conventions. California's
ungovernable condition has prompted serious calls for a constitutional convention. This constant churn
indicates that basic law often reaches the point where it fails and becomes obsolete. Given the experience of
so many states, he writes, surely it is reasonable to believe that the U.S. Constitution merits its own updating.

Whether we are concerned about making America more genuinely democratic or only about creating a
system of government that can more effectively respond to contemporary challenges, we must confront the
ways our constitutions, especially the United States Constitution, must be changed in fundamental ways.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Hupp:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
simply because just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this Framed: America's 51 Constitutions and
the Crisis of Governance to read.

Alfred Stevens:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled Framed:
America's 51 Constitutions and the Crisis of Governance your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you
never get before. The Framed: America's 51 Constitutions and the Crisis of Governance giving you an
additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful data for your better life in
this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will likely be
pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?

Gwen Dawes:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Framed: America's 51
Constitutions and the Crisis of Governance that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for
every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick Framed: America's 51
Constitutions and the Crisis of Governance become your personal starter.

Patricia Koop:

You may get this Framed: America's 51 Constitutions and the Crisis of Governance by visit the bookstore or
Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the knowledge.
Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this
book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your publication. It



is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose
suitable ways for you.
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