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Fiction has become nearly synonymous with literature itself, as if Homer and Dante and Pynchon were all
engaged in the same basic activity. But one difficulty with this view is simply that a literature trafficking in
openly invented characters is a quite recent development. Novelists before the nineteenth century ceaselessly
asserted that their novels were true stories, and before that, poets routinely took their basic plots and heroes
from the past. We have grown accustomed to thinking of the history of literature and the novel as a
progression from the ideal to the real. Yet paradoxically, the modern triumph of realism is also the triumph
of a literature that has shed all pretense to literalness.

Before Fiction: The Ancien Régime of the Novel offers a new understanding of the early history of the genre
in England and France, one in which writers were not slowly discovering a type of fictionality we now take
for granted but rather following a distinct set of practices and rationales. Nicholas D. Paige reinterprets
Lafayette's La Princesse de Clèves, Rousseau's Julie, ou la Nouvelle Héloïse, Diderot's La Religieuse, and
other French texts of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries in light of the period's preoccupation with
literal truth. Paige argues that novels like these occupied a place before fiction, a pseudofactual realm that in
no way leads to modern realism. The book provides an alternate way of looking at a familiar history, and in
its very idiom and methodology charts a new course for how we should study the novel and think about the
evolution of cultural forms.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Ortiz:

The reserve untitled Before Fiction: The Ancien Regime of the Novel is the e-book that recommended to you
to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that
writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot
of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also could get the e-book of Before Fiction: The Ancien Regime of the Novel from the
publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Violet Jarrell:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you
can spent 24 hours a day to reading a reserve. The book Before Fiction: The Ancien Regime of the Novel it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often
the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly
but this book features high quality.

Amanda Bernard:

Precisely why? Because this Before Fiction: The Ancien Regime of the Novel is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes
the content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book
will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication
store hurriedly.

Gary Askew:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more
time to be read. Before Fiction: The Ancien Regime of the Novel can be your answer mainly because it can
be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.
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