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How did religion emerge—and why? What are the links between behavior, environment, and religiosity?
Diving millions of yearsinto the past, to atime when human ancestors began grappling with issues of safety,
worth, identity, loss, power, and meaning in complex and difficult environments, Gregory J. Wightman
explores the significance of goal-directed action and the rise of material culture for the advent of religiosity
and ritual.

The book opens by tackling questions of cognitive evolution and group psychology, and how these ideas can
integrate with archaeological evidence such as stone tools, shell beads, and graves. In turn, it focuses on how
human ancestors engaged with their environments, how those engagements became routine, and how,
eventually, certain routines took on arecognizably ritualistic flavor. Wightman also critically examines the
very real constraints on drawing inferences about prehistoric belief systems solely from limited material
residues. Nevertheless, Wightman argues that symbolic objects are not merely illustrative of religion, but
also constitutive of it; in the continual dance between brain and behavior, between internal and external
environments, lie the seeds of ritual and religion.

Weaving together insights from archaeol ogy; anthropology; cognitive and cultural neuroscience; history and
philosophy of religions,; and evolutionary, social, and developmental psychology, Wightman provides an
intricate, evidence-based understanding of religion’s earliest origins.
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From reader reviews:
Richard Reardon:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the erawhich is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you
actually isyou don't know what kind you should start with. This The Origins of Religion in the Palealithicis
our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
want in this era

David Carter:

The experience that you get from The Origins of Religion in the Paleolithic will be the more deep you
searching the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Origins of Religion in the Paleolithic giving you joy feeling
of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read it
because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase
well. It istherefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
highly recommend you for having this kind of The Origins of Religion in the Paleolithic instantly.

Cynthia Bryant:

The actual book The Origins of Religion in the Palealithic will bring you to the new experience of reading
some sort of book. The author style to describe the ideais very unique. Should you try to find new book to
learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Origins of Religion in the Paleolithic is much
recommended to you to study. Y ou can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to
read the book.

Bruce Williamson:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to be able to year. Aswe know those
books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. With the
book The Origins of Religion in the Paleolithic we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative
people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with your
aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book The Origins of Religion in the Paleolithic. Y ou can
more attractive than now.
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