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Marian Engel was a writer's writer – an iconoclast, deeply admired and loved by a generation of Canadian
authors and critics. Informal gatherings were often held at Engel's Toronto house, and it was there that
Engel's many literary friendships were first nurtured, later to blossom through the exchange of numerous and
extraordinary letters, which are variously funny, insightful, irreverent, and moving. Engel's lively epistolary
practice offers a view of the literary landscape in Canada from 1965 to 1985 as seen through her
correspondence with mentor Hugh MacLennan, and friends and colleagues Robertson Davies, Dennis Lee,
Margaret Atwood, Timothy Findley, Alice Munro, Margaret Laurence, Matt Cohen, Robert Weaver, and
Graeme Gibson, to name but a few.

In the spring of 2001, the Marian Engel Archive in Hamilton, Ontario received an exciting and unexpected
new installment of Engel correspondence. Marian Engel: Life in Letters is born of that gift. In making their
selection, Christl Verduyn and Kathleen Garay have chosen correspondence that specifically captures Engel's
life as a writer, a narrative that spans her early youthful travels in Europe to her early death in 1985. In
addition to the letters sent to her friends, this startling and important collection includes letters by Engel to
critics, to editors, to granting officers, to publishers, and a brilliant letter to a chief librarian lambasting him
for, among other pungent criticisms, the library's prejudice against 'Domesticity' amongst other categories.
Thoughtfully presented and accompanied by insightful commentary, these letters are rich in their detail,
filling in the fine points in the life of not only one Canadian writer, but of a nation of writers.
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From reader reviews:

Jesus Reeves:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Marian Engel: Life in Letters.

Gabriel Reed:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled Marian
Engel: Life in Letters your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that
maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a
reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The
Marian Engel: Life in Letters giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also
giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your
body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do
you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Jessica Adkins:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Marian Engel: Life in Letters why because the excellent cover that
make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be
fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Lois Bottoms:

This Marian Engel: Life in Letters is great guide for you because the content and that is full of information
for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it
facts accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read
this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Marian Engel: Life in
Letters in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We
can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So
, it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?
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