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By the early ‘90s, comedy was no longer cool. The stand-up bubble had burst, sitcoms had become more
formulaic than ever, and Hollywood studios were pumping out soulless, star-driven schmaltz. There were
signs of hope in shows like Seinfeld, The Simpsons, and The Larry Sanders Show, all of which favored
cranky hard-truths and giddy pop-culture references over glib punchlines. But for the most part, anyone
looking for a laugh had no choice but to wade through hours of predictable, risk-averse corporate comedy.
Things just weren’t that funny anymore.

Enter the Upright Citizen’s Brigade: a sketch-and-improv collective born in early-‘90s Chicago. When the
group relocated to New York City in 1996, its core members—Amy Poehler, Matt Besser, Ian Roberts, and
Matt Walsh (a.k.a. “the UCB Four”), brought with them a punk-meets-Python comedic sensibility unlike
anything found on TV or in stand-up clubs. Shortly after their arrival, they’d turn an abandoned Manhattan
strip-club into a hot downtown theater, attract big-name fans like Conan O’Brien, and amass a legion of
eager students; many of whom would go on to create (and populate) a kinetic new wave of TV shows,
movies, and stand-up comedy.

For more than twenty years, the UCB has been at the forefront of a slow-burn comedy coup—one that hasn’t
been documented until now. In High-Status Characters, Brian Raftery chronicles UCB’s evolution from a
down-and-dirty D.I.Y. comedy playground to a highly vaunted (if still scruffy) institution, drawing on
interviews with more than 80 of the theater’s founders, alumni, and friends, including Amy Poehler, Conan
O’Brien, Ed Helms, Aziz Ansari, Aubrey Plaza, Seth Meyers, Aziz Ansari, and Janeane Garofalo. The result
is a giddily exhaustive insider’s look at a genuine artistic revolution, replete with on-stage meltdowns, off-
stage hook-ups, and some unexpected celebrity cameos. It’s a comedy with no shortage of drama.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Macdonald:

This High-Status Characters: How The Upright Citizens Brigade Stormed A City, Started A Scene, And
Changed Comedy Forever book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you
will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular High-
Status Characters: How The Upright Citizens Brigade Stormed A City, Started A Scene, And Changed
Comedy Forever without we understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry High-Status Characters: How The Upright Citizens Brigade
Stormed A City, Started A Scene, And Changed Comedy Forever can bring if you are and not make your
handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile
phone. This High-Status Characters: How The Upright Citizens Brigade Stormed A City, Started A Scene,
And Changed Comedy Forever having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

James Cooper:

This High-Status Characters: How The Upright Citizens Brigade Stormed A City, Started A Scene, And
Changed Comedy Forever usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why.
The reason of this High-Status Characters: How The Upright Citizens Brigade Stormed A City, Started A
Scene, And Changed Comedy Forever can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving you
more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your
earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this High-Status Characters: How The
Upright Citizens Brigade Stormed A City, Started A Scene, And Changed Comedy Forever giving you an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Lloyd Schuler:

This book untitled High-Status Characters: How The Upright Citizens Brigade Stormed A City, Started A
Scene, And Changed Comedy Forever to be one of several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that
is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of
book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So
there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Brandy Godwin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that



concern was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
And you know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra High-Status Characters:
How The Upright Citizens Brigade Stormed A City, Started A Scene, And Changed Comedy Forever.
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