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A CHRISTMAS CAROL is a novella by Charles Dickens, first published in London on December 1843. The
novella met with instant success and critical acclaim. A Christmas Carol tells the story of a bitter old miser
named Ebenezer Scrooge and his transformation into a gentler, kindlier man after visitations by the ghost of
his former business partner Jacob Marley and the Ghosts of Christmas Past, Present and Yet to Come. The
book was written at a time when the British were examining and exploring Christmas traditions from the past
as well as new customs such as Christmas cards and Christmas trees. Carol singing took a new lease on life
during this time. Dickens' sources for the tale appear to be many and varied, but are, principally, the
humiliating experiences of his childhood, his sympathy for the poor, and various Christmas stories and fairy
tales.

Dickens was not the first author to celebrate the Christmas season in literature, but it was he who
superimposed his humanitarian vision of the holiday upon the public, an idea that has been termed as
Dickens' "Carol Philosophy". Dickens believed the best way to reach the broadest segment of the population
regarding his concerns about poverty and social injustice was to write a deeply felt Christmas story rather
than polemical pamphlets and essays. Dickens' career as a best-selling author was on the wane, and the
writer felt he needed to produce a tale that would prove both profitable and popular. Dickens' visit to the
work-worn industrial city of Manchester was the "spark" that fired the author to produce a story about the
poor, a repentant miser, and redemption that would become A Christmas Carol. The forces that inspired
Dickens to create a powerful, impressive and enduring tale were the profoundly humiliating experiences of
his childhood, the plight of the poor and their children during the boom decades of the 1830s and 1840s, and
Washington Irving's essays on old English Christmas traditions published in his Sketch Book (1820); and
fairy tales and nursery stories, as well as satirical essays and religious tracts.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Cunningham:

The book A Christmas Carol (Wisehouse Classics - with original illustrations) gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your
best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a
book A Christmas Carol (Wisehouse Classics - with original illustrations) being your habit, you can get a lot
more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects.
You can know everything if you like open and read a guide A Christmas Carol (Wisehouse Classics - with
original illustrations). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So ,
how do you think about this book?

Lisa McCann:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did
you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly because just their
can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on
guardería until university need that A Christmas Carol (Wisehouse Classics - with original illustrations) to
read.

Gary Sandler:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This A Christmas Carol (Wisehouse
Classics - with original illustrations) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Stacia Cobb:

A Christmas Carol (Wisehouse Classics - with original illustrations) can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing A Christmas Carol
(Wisehouse Classics - with original illustrations) yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.
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