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When I Was Elena is an extraordinary account of a young American woman's sojourn in the guerrilla-
infested mountains of Guatemala. Shattering the concept of a typical memoir, the author's personal story is
interlaced, chapter-for-chapter, with tales told from the perspectives of seven indigenous women she
encountered during her journey. At once a coming-of-age adventure and a haunting history of the struggle to
overcome oppression - both personal and cultural - this genre-breaching work heralds the arrival of a daring
new talent in American literature.

At age 22, Ellen Urbani left behind a classic Middle America upbringing, moving from a Southern sorority
house into a scorpion-infested mud hut in order to live, work, and immerse herself in the culture of
Guatemala's poorest villagers. There she encountered seven local women - among them the wife of a
political martyr, a twelve-year-old incest victim, and an escapee from house arrest - whose experiences
unexpectedly illuminated her own. Told with unflinching honesty, disarming humor, and an astonishing ear
for dialect, this is a work of such atmospheric accuracy that the scent of fire-roasted tortillas virtually wafts
from the pages as this tiny country - and the women who occupy it - bursts to life.

A paean to friendship and the resilience it lends to the human spirit, When I Was Elena joins a host of
disparate voices into a composite of masterful storytelling. It echoes as a work of singular achievement.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Rayes:

The book When I Was Elena can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just
why must we leave the best thing like a book When I Was Elena? A number of you have a different opinion
about publication. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now,
try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each
other; you are able to share all of these. Book When I Was Elena has simple shape however you know: it has
great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

David Earnest:

The ability that you get from When I Was Elena could be the more deep you excavating the information that
hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but When I Was Elena giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their
point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this
book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That
makes it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
highly recommend you for having this When I Was Elena instantly.

Ryan Young:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this When I Was Elena reserve written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the
book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your
own personal hunger then you still uncertainty When I Was Elena as good book not merely by the cover but
also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to an additional sixth sense.

Raymond Murray:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
in addition to can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in
your case. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this When I Was Elena can make you feel more interested to read.
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