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"A whole life can be shaped by an old trauma, remembered or not." -- Lenore Terr, Child Psychiatrist What
behavioral patterns could one expect from an adult whose brutal childhood traumas held themes of
dismemberment, punishment, and worse? For Joseph Smith, Jr., the founder of Mormonism, a religious
superstructure of narcissism may have evolved, with sexual and ritualistic features that flowed directly from
traumatic events. Joseph suffered unspeakable pain as a seven-year-old child from a leg bone infection and
its surgical treatments without anesthesia. He survived as the crippled middle child of an impoverished
migrant family, retreating into a fantasy world of violence, persecution, and revenge from which he never
completely emerged. As an adolescent, the sudden death of his beloved older brother contributed bizarre
bereavement fantasies to an already traumatized psyche. The Sword of Laban examines the Mormon
prophet's enigmatic life in light of current understanding of posttraumatic stress disorder and the dissociation
that accompanies it. Dr. Morain traces the repetitive patterns of behavior and fantasies of Smith's adult life.
He demonstrates how the horrifying real events of the surgeries combined with the developmental phase-
specific fantasies of a seven-year-old boy resulted in permanent pathological distortion of Smith's entire
early psychological growth and development -- with significant consequences for his subsequent adult
psychological functioning. Dr. Morain's remarkable psychological study of Joseph Smith, Jr. will be of
interest to a wide spectrum of readers -- as a social history, religious biography, an account of the
dissociative elements in poetic and spiritual genius, or simply a gripping portrait of an ill-fated and tragic
man. This text also has a special relevance for clinicians who are changing their theoretical and practical
approaches to psychiatric illness.
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From reader reviews:

Amy Rodriguez:

The book The Sword of Laban: Joseph Smith, Jr., and the Dissociated Mind can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book The
Sword of Laban: Joseph Smith, Jr., and the Dissociated Mind? Some of you have a different opinion about e-
book. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able
to share all of these. Book The Sword of Laban: Joseph Smith, Jr., and the Dissociated Mind has simple
shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Naomi Taylor:

The particular book The Sword of Laban: Joseph Smith, Jr., and the Dissociated Mind will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book The
Sword of Laban: Joseph Smith, Jr., and the Dissociated Mind is much recommended to you to see. You can
also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Willa Killeen:

The e-book with title The Sword of Laban: Joseph Smith, Jr., and the Dissociated Mind includes a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right now. That
is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in
new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Hector Medlin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you know
that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this The Sword of Laban: Joseph Smith,
Jr., and the Dissociated Mind.
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