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Despite the prodigious inventiveness of the Middle Ages, the era is often characterized as deeply suspicious
of novelty. But if poets and philosophers urged caution about the new, Patricia Clare Ingham contends, their
apprehension was less the result of a blind devotion to tradition than a response to radical expansions of
possibility in diverse realms of art and science. Discovery and invention provoked moral questions in the
Middle Ages, serving as a means to adjudicate the ethics of invention and opening thorny questions of
creativity and desire.

The Medieval New concentrates on the preoccupation with newness and novelty in literary, scientific, and
religious discourses of the twelfth through sixteenth centuries. Examining a range of evidence, from the
writings of Roger Bacon and Geoffrey Chaucer to the letters of Christopher Columbus, and attending to
histories of children's toys, the man-made marvels of romance, the utopian aims of alchemists, and the
definitional precision of the scholastics, Ingham analyzes the ethical ambivalence with which medieval
thinkers approached the category of the new. With its broad reconsideration of what the "newfangled" meant
in the Middle Ages, The Medieval New offers an alternative to histories that continue to associate the
medieval era with conservation rather than with novelty, its benefits and liabilities. Calling into question
present-day assumptions about newness, Ingham's study demonstrates the continued relevance of humanistic
inquiry in the so-called traditional disciplines of contemporary scholarship.
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From reader reviews:

Daisy Richardson:

The book The Medieval New: Ambivalence in an Age of Innovation (The Middle Ages Series) can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a
book The Medieval New: Ambivalence in an Age of Innovation (The Middle Ages Series)? A number of you
have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for
each other; you can share all of these. Book The Medieval New: Ambivalence in an Age of Innovation (The
Middle Ages Series) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Neil Myers:

The ability that you get from The Medieval New: Ambivalence in an Age of Innovation (The Middle Ages
Series) is the more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get serious
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but The Medieval New: Ambivalence in an
Age of Innovation (The Middle Ages Series) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their
point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this
book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is
easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you
for having this particular The Medieval New: Ambivalence in an Age of Innovation (The Middle Ages
Series) instantly.

John Sledge:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This The Medieval New: Ambivalence in
an Age of Innovation (The Middle Ages Series) is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach,
train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is
make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.

Lawrence Fox:

Beside this The Medieval New: Ambivalence in an Age of Innovation (The Middle Ages Series) in your
phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Medieval New: Ambivalence in an Age of
Innovation (The Middle Ages Series) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if
you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring



beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from currently!
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