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Set in rural New York state at the turn of the twentieth century, The Kept is the superb literary debut by
James Scott —a propulsive novel reminiscent of the works of Michael Ondaatje, Cormac McCarthy, and
Bonnie Jo Campbell, in which a mother and her young son embark on a quest to avenge a terrible and violent
tragedy that has shattered their secluded family.

In the winter of 1897, a trio of killers descends upon an isolated farm in upstate New York. Midwife Elspeth
Howell returns home to the carnage: her husband, and four of her children, murdered. Before she can
discover her remaining son Caleb, alive and hiding in the kitchen pantry, another shot rings out over the
snow-covered valley. Twelve-year-old Caleb must tend to his mother until she recovers enough for them to
take to the frozen wilderness in search of the men responsible.

A scorching portrait of a merciless world—of guilt and lost innocence, atonement and retribution, resilience
and sacrifice, pregnant obsession and primal adolescence—The Kept introduces an old-beyond-his-years
protagonist as indelible and heartbreaking as Mattie Ross of True Grit or Jimmy Blevins of All the Pretty
Horses, as well as a shape-shifting mother as enigmatic and mysterious as a character drawn by Russell
Banks or Marilynne Robinson. 
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From reader reviews:

Terrance Hutchins:

The book The Kept: A Novel (P.S. (Paperback)) can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book The Kept: A Novel (P.S. (Paperback))? A
few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you
are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Kept: A Novel (P.S. (Paperback))
has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Amanda Kline:

Typically the book The Kept: A Novel (P.S. (Paperback)) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles
author makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find
the point easily after scanning this book.

Rebecca Moreno:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Kept: A Novel (P.S.
(Paperback)) publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism The Kept: A Novel (P.S.
(Paperback)) as good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one e-book that can break
don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh
come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Dorothy Vinson:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By
the book The Kept: A Novel (P.S. (Paperback)) we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be
creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with
your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book The Kept: A Novel (P.S. (Paperback)).
You can more inviting than now.
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